I ft Target, April 1-15, I *iyft 


r 



Target Spar?. 

, ■■ ■ '■ -X'li '• ■■ ■ 




fry;. 1 -'jjJ-— 


T!h 1 . ‘ 



r ‘'f si 

■ "■ % *£ 

■ m 


mm k 




:;■« 




Iwtt 


S.9MPtd°wn *° Safari 

the Formula Two category of By A Correspondent n,,d ‘uuKsunnng Soo-oh-Bae Toinini Makincn in a Mitsubishi 
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Azar Anwar is determined (o win 
the Formula Two category of 
this year's 555 Safari Rally. 

Azar, who has been prepar- 
ing a Daewoo.Cielo GTX at ihc 
Kingswoy Motors Industrial Area- 
worksliop, said upon his arrival 
from a 10-day promotional trip 
io Europe that lias Daewoo 
Molorspoits team had Ute.com- 
mitment and finesse to register 
good results during die event. 

1 A-posilive endeavour... will 
largely depend on our ability to 
remain cons is ten twit* ouradop r 
live approach throughout the 
Safari. Daewoo Motors ports is 

workiiigouiiisrccipe,”heiio(ed. 

The Daewoo pioneer driver 
was placed 1 8ih overall and first 
in the two-litre Group N 555 
Safari World Championship last 
year. Once again, Anwar will be 
partnered by Slwilen Slinh who 
has a wealth of mechanical and 
rallying experience owing to his 
vast interest in the motor indus- 
try. 

The Daewoo team compris- 
ing Azar Anwar, South -Korean 
Soo-OIfBne. Nislui Pntel and 
Asad Anwar a fortnight ago in- 
augurated its programme which 
involves rigorous- test drivcs.on 
the Ciolos under the close super- 
vision of Jung SUk Lew of 
Daewoo Motor Corporation of 
Korea. 

; _ And Danish Shah, 'whose 
King sway Motors concern has 
nurtured the Daewoo throughout 
nprotructed and sometimes pain- 
ful gestation period, is cautiously 
"hoping for some big -gains this 
year". 

Team lender Aznr Anwar is ■ i 
quietly confident, und ndnnuml 
that the roots • of Daewoo < 


By A correspondent 

in the Group N chullcnge quest." 

Last week Daewoo 
Motorsports received S It 500.000 
worth of fuel and lubricants from 
Kenya Shell Lid for use during 
Ihe Safari Rally. 

On arrival in Kenya, Soo-Olt- 
Baesaid: Tm thrilled to rally in 
Africa, being in the Safari is in- 
deed momcuioiis. 

The Safari will obviously 
offer tremendous challenge and 
experience, ’Soo-oh-Bnccuniin- 
ucd. ’’To me, the bottom line is io 
participate and be part of this 
history-making process. It’s a 
great honour to be associated with 
Daewoo Motorsports.'' 

0001 35 year's ago, (he mod- 


est mid unassuming Soo-oh-Bae 
first entered competitive 
motorspon in 1991 aud has since 
Hien continued to attain respect- 
able results. His best season was*, 
in 1994. when lie won Group N 
in Hong-Kong to Beijing Rally^ 
It will not be an easy task for 
[he Daewoos. Big car makers 
like Subaru. Toyota. Mitsubishi. 
Ford, Nissan, Audi and 
Volkswagen have brought in 

(oughrnllyistsiuiliisyear'scvcnl. 
.. ]f or,d rnl| y champion Colin 
McRae is driving for .Subnru 
while Spaniard Curios Sainz will 
he driving ■ For*l Escort RS. 

Apart trom McRae aii(ISnjn 7 
, who have been drawn number 
■ one nnd two respectively, other 
lop seeded drivers include 


Toinini Makinen in a Mitsubishi 
Lnncer. Kennel It Erikson (Subaru 
Jmprezza). Inn Dnncan (Toyota 

CelicnJ, Slig Blomqvist (Ford 
Escort Cosworth), Kenjiro 
Shinozuka (Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evolution). Piero Linin' (Subaru 
Imprezza). Marco GaJniul- 
(Toyota Celica Turbo), Rudi 
Sloh! (Audi Coupe 52), Patrick 
Njirti r.Srburu linnrezza). 

Jonathan Toroitich (Toyota 
Celica Turbo), Hidieki Miyoshi 
(Subaru Imprezza), Karim Hirji 
(Toyota Celica), Azar Anwar 
(Daewoo Cielo), Mark Tilbury 

(Nissnn Pulsar), Snminy Aslant ■ 
(VW Golf GTi) and Jim 
Kahuinbura (Toyota Celica 
Turbo). 
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Boxing: Dangers inherei 
In most spectacular evei 

Although boxing, is one of the • D . . 

Muni i HW AiiaLI innnu nlnnr KnViire 111 ! 


!|i ?/."■ ^ Toots of Daewoo 

ffXt . Mo foreparts commitment stretch 
fclf-'; $■- fw deeper than the short-term of 
[i 1; ill sec °^d formula Two cham*- 

if'lv i|\ . . Plomhifi campaign, whnl^ycr its 


AlUtough boxing, is one of the 
mosl spectacular nnd cnierinin- 
rng sports in the world, it isoften 
disastrous to sportsmen, There 
are many cases nnd instances of 
tragedies associated with boxing 
especially after a boxer retires. 

• The most noticeable example 
“ (he case of a former world 
heavy weig|jl champion, 
Muhainmed Ali. 

^ Boxing observers attribute 
Alt s stnte to the Itcad punching 
nnd thorough beating Hi,u oc- 
ctincd in the ring. The death of 
ihe most celebrated -Kenyan pu- 
gilist Robert Wnngihi, so far the 
only African lo have won in 


ggg 

in sport 


By AyoklAnyanoo 

Olympic Games gold medal in 
toxmg, was a result of the pun- 
ishment in the ring. There was 
Blsoa Korean boxer who died in 
the ring in Las Vegas a few years 
ago. 

Mosl boxers do not lend a 
‘"normal" life after their retire- 
ment. Reports indicates Unit 
George Foreman now feigns be- 
ing saved and then slides back, 
an net of confusion caused by n 
lot of punching. 

Larry Holmes, Frank Bruno. 
Sugar Ray Leonard. Lawrence 
Spinks. Michael Spinks and 


nnd Zambia in the final ,nmcli. 
tad south Africa vyyre i c ft Ui 
battle h out with Tunisia. " 
Thu reccn Uy-cohchided n, S | 
mmid of African Gup u r Clubs 
Champions proved no different, 
as sports writers dvw’el] us f an> 


*n Gor's 3-0 ouster from the 
wminprons* cup hy. Zimbqbwe's 
Pow'er Dynamos. . 

Riverlsx also suiTered the 
«une setback quite early in their 
endeavour to wii, the cup in the'' 
hands pf Ahnmirada of Sudan. 


«>K1 ohsetvor, of Sudan. 

Victory for Gu( Mahiigiyenthe, ^ t 

narrow .defeat in ||,^ f rsl J 1 ^ rore h'U'ctwo Kenyan 

They were ' id «»«■• - 

Jefvai/m the Nairobi ' Gim cliP ■ 


many olher boxers eil 
bankruptcy lives or sill 
various ailments. 

There arc many uglyi 
that have characterise! 
in Ihe world. 

The undisputed worl 
weight champion , Mifc 
is a wonderful man. I 
performs and does woiuJ 
in and outside the ring, 
cret behind his numurui 
ries is that he does not 
opponents time to prep 
set lie in the ring. 

• Jo 1988, the world a 
. was focussed on Ihe fi 
tween Tyson and Mike 
with the former chn 
Mohammed Ali predjciir 
lory for Spinks. 

As TV crews were 
ready to Him the fight an 
tutors were inking iheii 
Spinks was carried oul 
ring in u stretcher. 

Spinks out in 9 1 second 
a ■ common headline of | 
world newspapers. "Tysi 
Holmes into siibinis 
“Tyson knocks Heamly 
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Battle of wits for Gatundu seat begins 




versus 




Kanu(?) pointman Uhuru Kenyatta... 
described as a "possible leader of 
people." 


DP activist Ngengt Muigai.„ beware 
Kanu politics of use and dump. 
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what appears as the clearest 
•al for art early general 
h9H, the ruling party, Kanu, 
Marled awarding tenders for 
campaign material and 
tifiedofRcss fn thecity where 
“Peratives wiUwofkfrpm. 
Kanu sources saidjhe national 
telat had given tenders for 
ellaa, badges, T-shirts and 
campaign paraphanelia to 
ttal fixfoj gnd individuals 

»®ly linked to it,. 
k well-informed source told 
“* loiter that the registration 
t votws was expected fo Btart in 
awmtlj's time, although Uiis 
~ L w ^ a 8«arded secret 9 f the. 
We Zaoqheus! dhesoni-lCd 
j}°ral Gpibnusaion. 
KanU’s.Becr^tary.general 


9y James Katululu 

Joseph Kamotho, was also non- 
committal whencontaotedby thiB 

reporter maintaining that the 
prerogative of dissolving 
parliament and calling for a 
general election was solely' ft* 
president’s. 

• Mr Kamotho said: “The 
general elections are not a Kanu 
affair. When. the president 
decides that the elections aredue, 

then he will do what is required 

, by the law and the rest will follow 
like it has happened in the past.” 
He declined to comment on 
whether the party had put its 
campaign hail f n gear; However, 
he equipped that the process of 
Turn to Page 2 


Democratic Party of Kenya ac- 
tivist Ngengi Muigai welcomes 
hiscousinUhuruKenyatla'spos- . 
sible candidnture in the Gatundu 
parliamentary seatbut >i heshould 
not seek votes on a Kanu ticket al 
all costs.” 

The Kiambu DP branch sec- 
retary said he was convinced that 
the people of Gatimdu in particu- 
lar and Central Province in gen T 
eral, would never elect anyone 
on a Kanu ticket whether or not 
he belonged to the Kenyatta fam- 
ily. 

Mr Muigai accused the rul- 
ing party of using members of 
the Kenyatta family lo gel a po- 
litical foothold in Central Prov- 


By James Kalululu 

ince.Hecautioned Uhuru against 
Tailing into "Kanu's politics of 
use and dump.” 

"I am totally convinced that 
Gatundu and many other areas i n 
Central Province are still stroi)g 
opposition zones and if Uhuru 
wantB to join politics, then 1 
would strongly advise him lo do 
so on a opposition ticket," Mr 
Muigai told Target in an e*clu- 
sive interview. 

He said his cousin was being 
forced into Kanu politics by a 
few self-seekers in. the constitu- 
ency since he had never person- 
ally expressed any ' interest in a 


parliamentary seat, 

“But let me assure him that 
none of us in Gatundu is seared. 

If he fi nally decides to come over, 
then we will fight it out with him. 
All he should know is that com- 
ing to Gatundu on a Kanu ticket 
will be tantamount lo political 
‘suicide.” he cautioned. 

Mr Muigai said he would not 
be surprised if a Kanu candidate 
was lynched during electioneer- ' 
ing since Gatundu was one of Ihe 
areas that had suffered most dur- 
ing the current Kanu leadership. 

He said the fnct that his cousin, 
had never personally expressed 
Ihe wish to join politics wns a 
Turn to Page 2 


0 NJenga Mungai 
under pressure to 
defect - Page 2 

* Bishop Ndlngl ready 
to go to oourt - Page 5 

0 Beware toxins In 
Ugali- Pages 8 & 9 

* Inculturallon and the 

gospel - Page 10 

* Know your clergy • 
Page 14 


|j MENNO TRAVEL SERVICE LTD ^ 

HflH HISTORY FOR JERUSALEM 

AND YOU 

This year, 1998, you will have the opportunity to perpetuate your name when you sign the JERUSALEM 3000 scroll. This 
Is part of the Olty'a celebrations of Its 3000 year-old history. So, make that hlstorlo journey.... and- become part of 
JERUSALEM'S history. 

Contact your missionary travel Agent MENNO TRAVEL SERVICE LTD... and let the Journey begin 

11 ' 



travel service ltd. 


P. O. Box 40444, NAIROBI, KENYA. 
TEti. 229558, 229487 FAX: 2i8907 






r 


Target, Mny 16-31, 1996 3 


2 Target, Mny 16*31, 1996 


I;:.]- i 



ftertlonalNews 



er pressure to aefec 


Molo Member of Parliament 
Njenga Mungai says he is under 
pressure from some of his 
supporters and fhends to defect 
to Kanu. 

The MP told Target in 
Elburgon that someof his friends 
had approached Iiim several times 
wanting him to reconsider his 
political stand bu t he had res isted 
because "jumping over (o Kanu 
side would be as bad as 
abandoning the flock in the midst 
of a long journey." 

Mr Mungai, who represents 
Molo on a FORD-Asili ticket, 
said that even President Daniel 
arap Moi had on several 
occasions "wanted me to have a 
chat with him but knowing the 
way the politics of this country 
- go, I have declined until such 
stage dial we shall agree an what 
to discuss and in the presence of 
one or two of my coUeagucs." 

The MP. who was held in 
custody for more than four 
months last year for what he 
called trumped up charges, said 
those defecting to Kanu were 
making chances of rightful 
democratization hard la achieve., 

President Moi has maintained 
that the introduction of multiparty 
politics was a m ajor setback that 
threatened peace and stability in 
the country “but from tire lookof 
things, die situation would have 
tteen'lhe worse if Kenya was still 
a one party slate," the MP said. 

Hesaid he believed the people 
who elected him knew what they 
were doing and vowed not * 


By Wanyama Maslnde 

shatter their hope and trust in 
him by rejoining Kanu. 

“The government and Moi 
know very well that they cannot 
change Mungai and therefore 
would wantto forcefully subdue 
people through violence so that 
they refuse me," said the MP 
who i won fidenl tha t the majority 


of his/constituenis arc with him 
and vowed that he would not 
abandon them. 

Mr Mungai accused the 
government of being responsible 
for the continued insecurity in 


parts of Molo where most of those 
displaced in the I991-93clashes 
have not been able to return to 
their farms. He named the 
insecure places as Molo South. 
M^u Nurok, Kamara, 
Olenguruone and Kerisoi. 
Presently, the majority of the 
inhabitants in (hose areas arc from 
the Kalenjin community, who the 
MP said | were unaffected by 
insecurity. 

Mr Mungai said that nearly 
all the chiefs and their assistants 
are recruited from the Kalenjin 
community. According to a list 
lie made available to this reporter, 


out of 27 chiefs, only one is a 
non-Kalenjin while all but seven 
sub-chiefs arc from the same 
community. 

“Does it mean that other 
communities do- not have 
qualified people to be recruited 
for these positions, or is it a 
deliberate move to frustrate the 
non-Kalenjin communities?" 
asked the legislator. 

He said because of this lop- 
sided administration, there had 
been increasing incidents of 
thuggery and cattle rustling and i 
cited an incident in which a 
Londian PCEA pastor was 
attacked and his livestock stolen. 


Bishop-elect 

outlines 
his agenda 


Nairobi's black Monday 
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The rabble...rescue personnel shift through the rabble outside Sunbeam Supermarket 
following Monday's tragedy that left 16 people dead. 


By Jeff Mbure 

The newly elected Mount Kenya 
South bishop has vowed to tackle 
land grabbing in the diocese after 
his enthronement. 

Outlining his priorities after 
the June 30 consecration and 
enthronement, bisliop-elqct Peter 
Njenga Kariuki told Target in an 
exclusive interview at the All 
Saints Cathedral that 
reconciliation and reconstruction 
will dominate his agenda. (See 
also Page 5) 

The Rev Njenga, who has 
been the All Saints Cathedral 
provost for 16 years, described 
land grabbing as ungodly and 
morally, unacceptable. He 
lamented that the menace had 
reached such a dangerous 
proportion that those behind it 
are not ashamed to steal holy 
grounds such as church plots and 
cemeteries. 

He said that nearly all the 
structures in the diocese have to 
be dismantled and new ones 
meaningful and relevant to 
development put in place. 

Currently the diocese is split 
into several camps which have 
been waging campaigns against 



Provost Njenga 
each other. These 
be reconciled 
development are lobe idun 
Asked what stralegis i 
resources he would as iffcj 
achieve this task, theb&pd 
said he would rely i 
and appealed to C 
diocese to ahed off 
differences and come 
so that they can aebien 
agenda he has set. 

He said that through G( 
grace and guidance’ btn 
ensure that he delivered j 
and fairness to hit 
irrespective of their putdi 
On whether he up# 
TtontoP * |*i 


Cousins' battle 
of wits begins 


• From Pane I 

. clear indication that he was only 
being used by some people both 
•in Gatundu and outBide for tlieir 
personal gains. 

• "Uhuru has never told any- 
one— even in the family — that 
he is interested in any political 
seat. Those who are campaign- 
ing fof him are just people who 

want to use. the Kenyatta name 
for personal gains," Mr Muigai 
said 1 

• Uhuru, a son of the late Presi- 
dent Kinyalta, was a few weeks 
ago introduced hy President Moi 
during* rally in the constituency 
"as a bright young man find a 
possible leader of the people.*' 

, President Moi asked the 
. people of Gatundu to vote for 
himshould he decide to jolnpoli- 
tics oh .a Kanu ticket. 

Hqwever, Mr Muigai said the 
.head. of state was wasting his 
tJnjie in Oatiindu since the elec- 
tbrafe lh the area wasiotallyfed 
Up w|th him. He'aifced those- 
cheating the ^president 'that he 
could get vptes in Gatuhdu to 
‘ • stop doing so since they would 
bethoroiighly disappointed dirt-? 
lng the elections, . . r . 


minding us of how much we have 
suffered since Mzee Kenyatta 
died. They have oppressed us in 
all ways and they should not at- 
tempt to hoodwink us now by 
using the late president's name," 
he said. 

The former Gatundu MP and 
Assistant Minister for Finance 
said Uhuru should be brave 

S ugh to'tell those pressurising 
to join politics on n Kanu . 
tipket to step misleading him. ; 


The late president had been 
Gatundu Member of Parliament 
from independenoeuntil It is death 
on August 22, 1978. ■ 

' Mr Muigai said Uhuru: had 
campaigned for him during the 
last general elections. "I am now . 
surprised that the young man Is 
being touted as a Kami politi- 
cian. SotnebodysomoWheremust ' 
misleading him and I would . 
•like ip advise him to be very 
careful," the former MP said. 

“Moi is only. showing inter*, 
est in lhe area now that he ^vants. 
fo use tho kenyatlu family to' 
gain pqUticql foothold in Central 
. Province before the next general 



Kanu's polls strategy 


t ■ J®*- : •tectiaha: I must, however, ieu 
:■ hlmfoat the people of Gatundu 
jr- :*■ 'would never guflita^foe nil-; \,\yi Unaver accept him even if he 


I S; i\ ‘?Tt^w ricople are just re< : ^ President 

•« %!•: I*..; : j--- -V* 


President Moft 

Moi as an elder of the Amhm 
clan, the DP politician said the 
head of state hod been conned by 
the same tpeople who had told, 
him that Uhuru was the candi- 
date forGauindu during the, next 
. general elections. • 

"These people- conned the 
president about his installation 
as an elder of our clan and they 
are now cheating him that Uhuru 
can be elected op a Kpnu ticket. 
I feel very sorry for them," Mr 
■ Muigai said. Efforts to teach Mr 
Kenyatta fpr comment were fruit- 
less. 

According to Mt 1 Muigai, 
there was no way' President Moi 
could have been installed as a 
Kikuyu elder since he did hot 
belong to the rommilnity; and 
those repo rtedto have performed 
the "rituar’ svere themselves not 
members of the Ambtfl clan. ’ 

; "How then could , they have 
given him what does hot belong 
to them?" he wondered arid ac- 
cused: the PermanentSecretaiy 
. for RMBarch, TfChrucal .Train- 
Ing HridTecjinofogy, MrWaipatu 
; Njorpge, of jtrelng larilpng those 
[fiisleadlrtg tha pteqiddnt- - 
about tho poUM eitubtfon' m 
CeritrelPjo^ihcc," -. ’v\ ; 


From Page 1 

electioneering had been going 
on since the 1992 general 
electiqns. 

Mr Kamotho, who is also the 
Minister for Education, 
confirmed that several campaign 
tools were being prepared by 
Kanu but could not say whether 
or not this was in preparation for 
an early election.' 

Another source at the party’s 
Kenyatta International 
Conference Centre secretariat 
said: "It is true tha t some of these 
lenders haye been awarded to 
someof our supporters but as far 
as we are concerned, this is just 
the usual preparation for 
elections," 

Investigations revealed that 
activities similar to those prior to 
the 1992 elccddnB were in foil 
gear. ' • 

, Insiders said the. party had 
identified several offices at the 
ultra-modern ' National Social 
Security House on Valley Road 
as its campaign base and thnt the 
offices were being partitioned 
for that purpose, 

The NSSF.has in the last 
several months been accused of 
serving as the ruling parly's 
conduit of aiphoning public funds 
for its campaigns. The fond has 
1 been ' involved in ■ business 
transactions amounting ' to 
billioha of shillings, whose, 
beneficiaries have hein well-' 
heeled Kan U politician^, 

- Sources said those ( whq had 
, been awarded the tendbjs were 
iexpected jo haye fcaed: the ' 

;: g6«te, latest IwSqgeipbek.ibis; 

■;:year. V;' . . V; 


“We have also applied for 
several tenders to supply . 
campaign vehicles and other 
tilings. We think the elections 
will be called by the end of the 
year and we are getting prepared 
for them," a regular Slate House 
visitor told this reporter. 

The businessman, who did 
not wish to be identified, gave 
me namesof various people who 
had been awarded tenders to 
supply campaign IooIb. The 
names include those of senior . 
civil servants and Kanu 
operatives. 

Observers areoftheview that 
the ruling party is likely to take 
advantage of the reigning 
confusion in the- three main 
opposition parties to call for an 
early election. This would most 
likely ensure it a landslide 
victory. 

Another pointer ia the 
formation of the much-touted 
National Youth Development 
Programme (NYDP), which is 
being likened to the high-profile 
Youth for Kanu’92 ip the 1992 
elections. . 

The NYDP was proposed and 
endorsed by Kanu’s National 
■ Govenung Council (NGC)late 
last year and is expected to be 
fully dptjratiohal after a 
scheduled national fond -raiser on 
June 15. ■ • . 

President Daniel arap Moi is 
expected to preside over lhie 1 
barambeei whose taigetisSh 100 ... 
milHoh.ThefondiSSaid tobe the' ; 
brainchild of the head of state. 

[■ \ ^ i eiriablished , ; 

m > sitmlar- mjmrier, through 


Vice-President Georj« j 
varipus city hotels btl*t ; 
major harambee.al j: 
NalionalStediurnwhertoff 

of shillings were colledrfW f 

Saitoti was the chief gw* . 

This time round, 
not named the 
NYPD and has mainuW# 
the youth organisatioa 
reserve for Kanu you*-. 

It maintains that H 
all youth, irrespective 

party affiliations. - 

Two weeks ago. 

chaired a 

luncheon at a Nairobi^ 
which nearly Sh 2.7 iw®* 
collected during an 
harambee in 1 record 
. ThefonclionwasiC® 
Kanu luminaries, in® 1 * 

• eyemgporitionBwIihin'njf 
organisation. A- j 
appearance was that 
businessmen, inclyiw 

Kamlesh Pattni, whon»^ 
.funded the^elWtKte.- 

ruling party 

controversial Cj0 >B 
International. 

Cabinet Minister /rB 

Musyoka. Jonathan 
Nyiva Mwewtya 
Onyonka were 
prominent lead«i ...| 
luncheon. .. . . 

Efforts to teach 
■ Commission chakj**“jB 
: • fruifleas as he wai TOB 
: time : $ bj 'JjfM 

: yv ; Should Utepg 

,byyear-end,opp^« 1 
,and their supprirt^ 8 :^. 

r bedimghtttya«M^; 



Last Monday was oneof the sad- 
dest days in Nairobi. The veran- 
dah of a building housing a su- 
permarket along Moi Avenue 
caved in killing 1 6 people. Tens 
of others were seriously injured. 

The just-before 4p.m. 
incident, which occured a few 
metres from our Church House 
offices, attracted hundr«t«ofcity 
centre workers wno braved a 
heavy downpour trying to help 
in the rescue operation. 

ThiB journalist witnessed as 
the building collapsed on those 
sheltering themselves from the 
rain and pavement hawkers. 

Slones, limber and iron sheets 


By James Katululu 

came tumbling down on people 
amid deafening screams. 

The building, housing the 
Sunbeam Supermarket, a cam- 
era shop and other businesses 
collapsed at around 4 p.m., mo- 
ments after the rains started. 

The area serves as the pick- 
ingpoint for commuters to South 
*B’ area of the city. People 
screamed, wailed and ran shelter 
skelter as the unexpected befell 
on them. 

City leaders were baffled by 
the incident as moat Nairobi resi- 
dents heaped blame on them 
(leaders} foftheir failure to con- 


demn the old building which was 
recently “renovated." 

Some people attributed the 
renovation work to the disaster, 
arguing that die new materials 
were tpo heavy to be supported 
by the ageing beams. 

Women with babies strapped 
on their backs hawking veg- 
etables and other foods tuffs wc re 
the worst affected. , 
Vegetables, music cassettes, 
.fruits and newspapers littered the 
scene of the incident. 

Rescue workers, who in- 
cluded those from the Rond 
.Safety Network, St Jolm Ambu- 
lance, Medivac and AAR.reco sa- 


cred bodies and took those in- 
jured to hospital. 

The nearby sections of the 
normally busy roods were closed 
for traffic. 

A police officer at the scene 
on Tuesday said. 'This has terri- 
bly scared most of us. The inci- 
denf was so unexpected that we 
were all shocked when we arrived 
at the scene." 

Nairobians exhibited rare 
solidarity as they worked along 
with other rescuers to comb 
through the debris, removing 
badly battered bodies and assist- 
ing in the ir transportation to vari- 
ous hospitals. 


ABOVE: A woman and her baby, lucky to escape the 
collapsing roof, are helped by rescue workers. RIGHT: 
Two of the bodies bn the pavement of the buttding. 
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petitions to be filed -against his 
election especially in view of 
what his predecessor. Bishop 
George Njuguna, had told a local 
newspaper the day before the 
elections! Provost Njenga said 
the way the election wn? 
conducted was such that nobody 
could find reasonable grounds 
for petition. 

Bishop Njuguna had told the 
newspaper that he was still the 
bishop of the diocese and 
. therefore holding of the election 
for the new bishop was illegal 
since all the charges Levelled 
s^etnit hint had been Voluntarily. 
Withdrawn. Bishop Njuguna had 
Wipied that the diocese would 
Mve two bishops at the same 
and bite would lead to more 
c htas and confusion. 

I*’.* .election, Provost 
Njtagasaid: “Honestly, I didn't 
• fo tWn. Iq foe first caso 1 
*«tansidered art outrider unlike 
“JYfo«e opponents who, have 
: in the dibcese for many 

. y*»n tadHadalptof Opportunity . 
;? WfoP&igfc 1 was overjoyed to 
“^extent of crying. I was glad 
Pttpfe at thd grassroots knew me 
.aflkiw foenuteives to 
te ^Wayed,"hetoldTarget. 

' > .™«>mmeiKted Christians in 
n* diocese, for foeir calmness. 


,2!!$^.;^ spirituality -i. wifo ; : 
S°h ‘they vpohriubtecl tjie; 

y y : j- ; ;]\ ’ 

[vij ' 7 


“We've sent a signal not only 
to the other, dioceses of the CPK 
and the wimble church in general 
but also to the political parties . 
that we can conduct our business 
with a lot of dignity. I'm really 
proud of what happened at the ' 
Saint JamesCathedral, Kiambu," 
he said. 

Besides, reconciliation and 
reconstruction ofstailbd projects, 
the provost named training as 
another area requiring urgent 
attention. 

‘ "During all theyears I’vebeen 
in the ministry, my total 
commitment has been the 
elimination of poverty. I really 
wantto see this initiative working 
in the diocese," he explained. 

He said clergy in the diocese 
needed to be given hope if tltey 
are going to minister effectively 
to the people. "WU all need 'to 
'work .together, to bring belter 
finite to foeChrisUans. Wo should 
give everybody a chance in the 
creation qf good leadership, he 

\saidL" >; • ’ : .v ’ : 

■ ’ PtavostNjenga said 1» would 
. be the last person td see anybody 
being repressed. . \ 

. .Hepromised to introduce 
■ ■ toUgh discipline among the plergy 
and laity. " J Wbuld want the ; 

, elmgy ro arit.wifo 1 mtegrityirid 
. 1 for fois to happen thfey needtobe 

thisV^s foey,. 
-' should be glveti a Chance to re- ; 
Jnfodel foejr liYBs<"Baid he.'- :V:; 


The National Delegates Confer- □ v j am6 ® 

, ence of the Democratic Party of — - 

Kenya (DP) meets on May 23-24 December 1991 

to fill vacant posts in its National 8 ^ er ^he county 

Executive Council (NEC). clamour for 

So far, the party has only five “ m - 
members left in the NEC and MrMwamun 
party aclivits opposed to the lead- camped to Kam 
ership of chairman Mwai Kibald Keen. ^ Karui 
are demanding that elections be low political pro. 
held from the grassroots to give his Ki ambit a s 
the current leaders a fresh man- Asili'sKamauIc 
date prior to the next general elections, 
elections, Refered to a 

Activists, lead by the former . Iron, Mr Kami) 
MP for Gatundu, Mir Ngengl commenting ab 
Muigai, argue that the party has developments l 
neverheld elections proper since most political pi 

' its inception in 1991 and want as a retired polil 

poltebecalled fibril the grassroots The party’s 

to the national level, itself with quite 

Those supporting Mr Klbaki 1 including massi 
maintain that the lastpkrty elec- the main issue i 
dons were held in 1 993 and that the tom-day me 

the next elections in pot due wlRbefoedemi 
until 1998 as per the party's con- 
stitution. 

As die delegates converge In 
Nairobi a week today, opponents ; 
of foe current office bearers say . 

they will pressurise for elections, '. 
with some hmtltigi fof.tha pos- 
sible ouster of Mr Klbaki, foe 
MP for Ofoaye and former Vice 
president: .v 

1 MrKibaki: alorigwtlh forpier 
Kiftmbaa MP h^Jeh^a KMune, 

.former MinHter and IJeJfetJtbr 
Blind Mwapfungi Mr Mwigai, 

Mr'KIlMiM • 


By James Katululu 

Deoomter 1991, a few months 
after the country succumbed to 
the clamour for political plural- 
ism. 

Mr Mwamungo has since de- 
camped to Kanu as well as Mr 
Keen. Mr Karume has taken a 
low political profile since he lost 
his Kiambda seat to FORD- 
Asiti's Kamau Icharia In die 1 992 
elections, 

Refered to os the party's pa- 
. Iron, Mr Karume has not been 
commenting about the negative 
developments in the party and 
most political pundits count him 
as a retired politician, 

The party's NDC wilt find 
Itself wifo quite a lot in its hands 
■ including massive debts, while 
the main issue expected during 
the toro-day meeting in Nairobi 
wldbe the demand for elections- 





Wiile Mr Muigai is denurnd- 
ing grassroot elections, Tigania 
. Memberqf Parliament Beniamin. 
Ndubai is insisting that the foe 
NEC be overhauled through 
elections. 

Mr Ndubai, along with Mr 
Muigai, have been Mr Ribald's 
most pronounced critics after 
losing their bids for n alio nnl popts 
during the July 1993 elections 
held at the Bomas of Kenya, 

Mr Muigai is adamant that 
unless elections are called from 
the grassroots, the parly will suf- 
fer massive losses in next year’s 
general elections. 

The outspoken politician ac- 
cuses llw current office bearers 
of being scored of elections atlhe 
expense of the party’s well-be- 
ing. 

“I have talked to many del- 
egates tad the general demand 
here is foal fresh elections bo 
' held immediately. I think if this 
does not happen, then DP will 
continue witnessing defections 
as usual because many of us are 
disheartened by what has been 
happening so far," he soid in an 
■ interview. •' 

Mr Muigai’ $ assertions hold 
lyatef given that the DP has suf- 
fered considerably from defec- 
tions since 1992. 

. . : The party has lost two Metn- 
bers of Parliament through de- 
tection, Some of its national of- 
■fipe bearers have also either dc- 
, . ^ camped. to KAny or died. i 1 


The first prominent defector 
was Bonchari MP Prolus 
Mom any i, who changed parties 
after the general elections, while . 
Mrs Agnes Ndetei (Xibwezi MP) 
decamped to the ruling party in 
February tliis year, leaving a 
major vacuum in the opposition 
party as she Was its vice-chair- 
man. 

In January last ye6r, Mr Keen, 
the party’s secretary-general, re- 
joined Kanu dealing a serious 
blow to the party. 

Mrs Ndetei 1 s defection was 
followed almbs t immediately by 
that of Mr MjvamunRa, who, 
despite lmving been the nalioMl * 

! treasurer played low-kevpolltics. 

Theparty’ssecond vice chair- 
man, Mr James Nyamweya, died ' 
last year. In efteet, the DP has 
been without most of its national ' 
leaders for tlfo better part of its 
. existence.. 

There have been many defec- 
tions at district level, The newly 
created districts have ho elec tea 
leaders, and it is from.tliiB point , 
of view that the likes of Mr , 
Muigai are insisting foal elec- 
tions be called. 

The former Gatundu legisla- 
tor has, however, hinted that he' 
will not contest Any notional po- 
sition. 

■ At foe virile time, the acting 
secretaTy-genaral,, Mrs Rose : 
Waruhhi, has also said she is no* 

. interested in . the , general 
secretary's post, 
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Act on those found I 
criminally negligent 

Black Monday il was on May 13. Sixteen Kenyans perished [ 
when the verandah of a building along Moi Avenue caved in I 
strangling them in a death embrace. I 

Yes, 16 lives were cut short ns commuters waited for their I 
transport home and vegetable and fruit hawkers went about I 
their business on that fateful day. J 

When tragedies like this occur, Kenyans arc shocked, not I 
unduly. Today a nation is moaning, courtesy of what engineers I 
and architects say was poor maintenance of a building that | 
should have been condemned years ago. It should have been I 
condemned not because it was too old but because structurally I 
it could not cope. I 

We do not want to be involved in justifying the Monday I 
disaster, for as far as wo arc concerned there is nojustifiention I 
for it. However, it is evident that negligence on the part ofthe 
powers that be in both City Hall and the Ministry of Local I 
Government has a lot to do with what happened. I j 

'Ilierearealso the Institute of Engineersand the Architectural 1 1 

Association of Kenya to, we dare say, point a finger nt as well 1 1 
as insurers. j 

These institutions and organizations of professionals are I 
supposed to be the watchdogs in areas relevant to thcircalling. I 
It is unconvincing that none of them had not noticed or has not I I 
noticed the shortcomings of many buildings whose structures I 
are similar to the Mbi Avenue one. 1 1 1 

. It is unfortunate that Kenyans, including those who profess I 

certain skills, have developed a culture of cynicism and “what I 
does not involve me directly does not concern me." I 

How many Kenyans are going to be buried by falling I 
buildings before the relevant authorities act? How many are 1 1 ■ 
going to break their legs in manholes whose covers have I | j 
conveniently disappeared and not replaced by local authorities? I f 
Human lifeis too precious to be taken for granted by people I * 
who fail to realise that they too are vulnerable. For the I I 1 
'authorities to be seen to live to people’s expectations, they J 
should gel those responsible for Monday’s disaster arraigned I J 

in court for criminal negligence. I 

Kenya should atno time be reduced to a society that is seen | 
to court disaster' especially through sins of ommision of- J ' 
individuals paid by the public to care for tho same public’s a . 
security and welfare. I 

Kenyan youth desperate j l 

TheV/o rid Youth Dhy was Celebrated last Saturday. In Kenya I 
it passed almost unnoticed except tn scattered places like the I a 
Holy Family Basilica where Maurice Cardinal Otungn I m 
officiated at the occasion. , I p< 

The dayis.meant to give hope to (he youth and encourage I . 

them to look forward to a promising future. I 

Unfortunately, what is happening in this country Is not I . ^ 
promising to tho youth; All over art reminders that all is not I al 
well and that something has gone terribly wrong in the society. I I ,tic 
Days when the youth looked forward to a brighter future 1 1 ‘ 
after. going through tutorship at schools and colleges arc long J L ( 

gone* for some. Thousands of university and tertiary colleges I 
graduates roam the streets with eyes of despair as they look for 1 1 7 a 
unavailable employment. I 

To some, education is no longer a guarantee to a better I 
future . As if that Is not bad enou gh, medi cal care is unaffordable I ff 
. and such lif^thrtatening dJ seases like Aids have come to take I 2 
.away the little hope ipiuiy had after years of joblessness and I be 
poverty, :■ ■■■ ... ( • . Ij/^ 

; A jobless and desperate youth; Is a ticking dme bomb I «« 
. wnteh^yer way one loolts At It- And 3 governmperit tha t is not I ^ 
sejJii, to be caring for, the future of its youth. is. doomed. ' I ' T , 

. f Efforts to rehabilitate and give hope to the now; desperate I I ho 
Y 9 uth of thls counlry sltould ^supported i>y all, Our youth I : . 

ShdiMdbepfoudQffoelrcouritity I Mr 

-fta* 'flat shobto hayC evi^ybo dy*s backing- I J Sh 

^ ■ ■ 'I Mr 
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Leaders should 
declare wealth 

There is a leadership Code in 
Tanzania approved by parliament 
in April 1995. Il is [here lo en- 
sure high standards from all gov- 
ernment ministers and senior of- 
ficials. 

The cade requires them to 
declare iheirwcalth before ac- 
cepting responsibility in any 
higher government office. .The 
purpose_of the move is to stamp 
out corruption which was a key 
■Issue in the elections which' 
brought MT Benjamin Mkapa to 
tiie presidency. 

Mr Mkapa has been dubbed 
Mr Cloan by diplomats and jour- 
nalists For voluntarily announc- 
ing, on November 26, 1995, the 
following as his earthly posses- 
sions: a bungalow in Dar es Sa- 
laam and another in his Masisi 
home district, an undeveloped 
farm and fotir cars. including a 
Mercedes Benz. 

All these were acquired ‘ 
jointly with his wife, Anna, who 
was -then working for a UN 
agency; 

Mr Mkapa’s vice-president. 

Dr Omar.- AIL Juma who hails 
from Zanzibar also publicly de- 
clared his wealth. He does not 
ownany private vehicle and lives 
a very, ordinary life aince- he 
moved into a top .government 
post 10 years ago. , 

• However he own? li four 
bedroomed house ond'-is build- 
■ ing another one.in Zanzibar. He 
also has a six acre farm which is 
, hot yet -developed; 

Lastly Dr Omar has TS|l. ! 
3,000,000 (KSh 300,000) in Ids 1 
account plboih National Bank of ] 

Commerce in Dares Salaam and 
Zanzibar Peopla’s Bank, ., 

. J mpy help us here in Kenya | 
wocfaptasimUarsirat^yijicoiit ' 
MUngcqmption. Leadeiswbuld * 

bo required todeclarOtlieir wcalth , * 

taking up thei T jobs and - . t 
sunllWy, maldhg fbither decla- J 
ration after, completing their as- s 
signinedts, 

' .%y should accopm for any. ^ fl 

.es^ipcqfnfrjheybbtaln.while 8 
holding pubjio offices. iu : n 
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I The Editor, 
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Kenyans fed up with Kanu 

D.. ■ 
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Every Kenyan has the right and 
responsibility to c'onlribute.and/ 
or participate in the contribution 
of finding an amicable solution 
to the country's political prob- 
lems. 


fathers had to say about this is- 
sue. 


of finding an amicable solution a nation. Kenya is hardly 

to the country’s political prob- 40 years old nnd islhereforevery 
kms \. y°raig by- lustorical standards. 

It is obvious dial the majority We cnnuotbonestly say that the 
of Kenyans are fed up with' Kanu opinion of our founding fathers 

fend keep on hoping that same- has become irrelevant. 


, ■ — — •..Mi oumc- 

thing belter will come their way 
sooner than later. T believe this 
because: 

1) After enjoying an- undis- 
turbed, defiKiosinglepariy reign 
from 1966 to 1990, there was no 
seme reason whatsoever why 
multiparlyism had to be brought 
back if Kanu was fulfilling its 
duties of delivering the goods. 

2) Kanu won Ihe 1992 general 
elections beenuse of the frag- 
mentation of the opposition and 
not because of its. popularity, 
Kanu obtained only 36% of the 
votes cast. 


has become irrelevant. 

Our founding-fathers gave us 
a federal (majinibo) constitution 
to implement. After serious and 
prolonged deliberations aL the 
Lancaster House Conference, 

under the aegis of thq British 
government, we were bequethed 
the Lancaster House indepen- 
dence constitution which has got 
signatures, of all the founding 


You’ve yet tol» 

the last of Nam* 

In .reaction by somo Kiln 
leaders to Mr Kiproto Kri„ 
recent open letter to fob 
Moi, Kenyans have been* 
to believe that the Nandsb 
exonerated themselves fob 
lettercomplainingaboui&b 

irations of the CherangaiJ? 

However if Ihe Nan* ta 
made up their mind conKnaj 
legislator Kirwa’s sufcaat 
what is their mind on (hepa- 
nent issues of poor return rf 
milk, maize, sugarsales.ele.fti 
affect them? 

The Nandis do not hni 
bonqfide spokesman and lie i 
their major weakness.’ITieyto 
it ns do others people Ikyth 
a Koilalel warrior -like figm 
but they lack one, j 

TheNandisgloryinmefia 
of the late Jean Marie Saw; 
and Bishop Kipsang Mu$, k 
Iheirs are echoes from a bis* 
past; 

The few contemporarieiifr' 
spit fire once in a while areceh 


, ^coustitutionisewasjro 

ptete with power devolution and 

3) In the few by-elections that P° we ^ c hecks nnd balances, the The few contemporariaik 

haveBhown anything likeaswing gort things we are yearning spit fire once in a while wed? 

to Kanuism; the total votes cast for * . • expressing, the frustration oh 

have been very few. People are w .... ' proud people. Through iMife 

unhappy with the constitution as *■ nw/fojkj. constitu^ Nandis scream occasionally^ 

a whole especially its repugnant wH * m P l j e 7 lented ^ If not why? Kenyans should rest assuifdii 

clauses of the present constitu- , “ , . lt unworkable with- they have not yet heard 

lion that give thb president and out even implementing It? of the Nandis. 

the institution of the presidency 
all the powera ihat matter leav- 
ing only token powerio the Lea- 

L<?t»llll-P anA Ilia r.. ° 


Dr Chib ule wa Tsuma 
Mombasa 


ZeffArapTBgfr 

ftp*. 


— o — v puwerro me Leg- 

islature and {he Judiciary. ' . , 

chan g e y hJve ^ ^^Sd^ifme P*® 8 on how to Gurb drug abuse 

squarely on the concentration of • ■ 

Sll the of ,he m8n 81111 gave him we are. handing down 

presidency; nnd they- have un- wisdom andpower lo control the ‘today? 

deVo_ ‘ ite beaatifu l environ- ' The public should* 

8oU, ^ 0?1, • is misusing the. dangers of 'drag Hbuse 

in t his regard, there nm- iimcn pnvUeBe whlnh is nmim'pi n „ it ' 


.. v r uie oeouiy ana 

QXnmjimbQ or federalism as Ihe ' ev ? n . Mtincliqa 1 of dear Jife of 
bestsystem of devolution,. ■ ammaL.plantsandmanhiniBelf 

Those who , have- talked of ; - 


we are. handing down, w 
today? • 'I 

TTie public sliould* toW*j i 
dangers of 'drug abuse thwjj 
the mess media. | 

Drama and conceits 
also be organised lo k«P*| 
idlers busy. Remember a ri 8 *! 


'.V.'l? : : - v • 

- i.l. - 1 - ■■'••• 
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Mvtllmi Barrack Nyamaneo, 
Stem TiacHan'; Collage: 


■. Those who, have -talked of 1 ; - idlers busy. Kememoer a 

sharing opt the presidential powV . .^unulants are r drugs com- in lime saves nine! 

* era at the cenfre, among the. Bx- ' i^Kenya'lq stimu- Charitable and churl* 

^tivejIfeJudic^rytheLegiy. ' ,he ^nscious. These organisations, socieli8S,co# 

lature and perhaps even the M?l Ude . cocaJne * miraa, ' nies,. leaders, well : wi*®*jf 

Speaks and the. Chief Jilstice. - ^oUhang pnd changaa. '! individuals should be 

■ feel that thWji .; „ ; . • . - - - ive ' 

■ M thing wrong with Ihe-exces- i - ^ PTf?hIem of drug , . 1 

siyepresideniial'powiis^S- is la ^ sarlbusly, Jhe ‘ Thae-withide^g^^ 

; prerehl constlfution o^-lha wfil be braken. or adviw on this subject ^ 

. uniiarislgovcrnmeht v ^ ; C S what do we db? - . , dress them through P-O- ** i 

: ... Whiw i^iUier’ighi wav? Mv ,v .- 66199, NP 110151, ' 
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Ite« or joy trickled from the 
-mi of the long-serving provost 
Jffe All Saints Cathedral, the 
|er Peter Njenga Kariuki upon 
|b election as head of the 
loobled Mount Kenya South 
fcreie UstSaturday at the Saint 
(gnei Cathedral, Kiambu. 

Ululations and Christian 
I cing s welcomed his victory 
Ini three other candidates. 

- The election marked a tum- 
joj point in the recent history of 
heCPK which has seen several 
Ibhoprio elections turning into 
tag-drawn wrangling, violence 
■ well as court battleB. Mount 
Kcayi South Diocese covers - 
Xiunbu and per ts of Kajiado dis- 
trict 

The election was one of the 
nut peaceful in the church's 
1 JO-year history. However, 
imed and plain clothed police- 
tan were on stand-by outside 
ta Cathedral. 

Provost Njenga replaces 
Bishop George Muiru Njuguna 
i vbowas forced to retire last year 
following accusations of immoral 
conduct, misadministration and 
sitapproprialion of funds. 

Bishop Njuguna has contin- 
ued to wage a fruitless campaign 
to get his seal back even claim- 
' ing that he was still the bishop of 
fie 50-parishes diocese. 

A few weeks before the elec- 
dons, the acting CPK Aroh- 
< babop, Dr David Gilari had told 
Target that as far as the CPK was 
wocemed the Njuguna issue was 
' til history and that the Mount 
Kenya South Diocese was mov- 

> ®g ahead with filling the va- 

ciocy. 

T* other candidates were 
Venerable John Wanjihia 
Oibrau, the co-ordinator of the 
ftihers’ Association in the dio- 
t**e and currently studying at 
. k P»n African Christian Col- 
lege Ruaraka, Venerable Canon 
[-.™ Njoroge Kamau of the 
. pMgari' Parish and the Rev 

■ “J^uel Muturi, who is doing a 
' Jf uter ‘® degree in Theotogy in 
j USA. 

Right from when Bishop 
Njuguna' s exit became official, 
« pK faithful and obeervers 

■ .•‘Church development had their 
^ on the provost because of 
• WiMg experience, involvement 
to social concern issues and out 
•pokeiWeM of problems facing 

tojtyans, The same people re- 
lhat it has been almost a 
“wikm in the CPK that previ- 
pwvom at the All- Saints 
gjwlfal have ended up being 

Njoroge posed the big- 
■5* raallenge to the provost be- 
the people accusing the 

, ^riectioTO were supervised 
V the Chancellor of the Mount 
South, lawyer Githu 

> While hi. Maseno Dio- 
fJJoounlejpart, Mr Onyango 
a^ 0 ’ .«foo 'a. lawyer, acted aa 

ratoraing office-. 

Muturi was knocked 


By Jeff Mbure 

Theserand round went to the 
Rev Njoroge, but in the run-off, 
the Rev Njenga emerged the win- 
ner getting 88 voles againsL the 
Rev Njoroge's 68. 

According to Mr Muigai, the 
election was "very, very spiritu- 
ally conducted. There was no 
politicking, tliere was nothing.'' 

A few days before the elec- 
tions, the provost had promised 
to forgive his detractors, espe- 
cially those who were capitalising 
on hiB previous woes when his 
first wife committed sbicide as 
the basis of his disqualification. 


T-- 
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Here it is: Former Bible Society of Kenya chairman Timothy Mpaayel (left) receives 
"Bibilia Habari Njema" from the Rev Bltrus of United Bible Society. 


Ndingi ready to go to 
court over alleged lies 


Bishop Ndingi -Mwana a'Nzeki 
of the Nakuru Catholic Diocese 
who recently locked horns with 
the government over-security is- 
sues in Nakuru district, is pre- 
pared to be charged in court if 
what he said were lies meant to 
revive the clashes in the Rift 
Valley Province. 

BishopNdingi, whose asser- 
tions were dismissed as . “lies” by 
the -now transferred FCZachary 
Ogongo told this reporter in 
Nakuxo that he was waiting to be 
charged forpeddling lies as Presi- 
dent Daniel arap Moi and across 
section of Kanu leaders claimed 
in; their attack against' him and 
life Catholic church in general. 

At the same time, Bishop 
Ndingi 'said he was still waiting 
for the government- to give ad- 
equate answers to the questions 
he raised over the growing inse- 
curity in parts of Molo and the 
influx of the “strange people” in 
Teret, Likia and Sururu forests. 

“I am still waiting for (he 
■ response to the issues'tliat I raised 
on March 7 -because, hpart from 
the-accuBations directed.-at me, 
the government has ndt addressed 
the issues concerning the secu- 
rity in the-areas I mentioned and 


By Wanyama Maslnde 

if by raising those issues about 
my people I committed any crime 
1 unready lo go to court so that 
I can prove my case,” the bishop 
said. 

According to the bishop. 'he 
only asked.. the government to 
.investigate the issues and he least 
expected the accusations levelled 
against him. He says he thought 
the slate “would take seriously 
those issues, do thorough inves- 
tigations and confirm or deny 
my concerns." 

Bishop Ndingi sought to 
know- what was happening in 
Teret and Sururu(Mauclie Settle- 
ment Scheme) forest and Ukia 
foiest-Logman area overlooking. 
Norsk district and why a promi- 
nent Nakuru- councillor veiled 
the metilioned-'arens in the eve- 
nings. 

He also wanted, an explana- 
tion why access to the road in the 
area bordering Lusiru- (Ndeffo 
Farm) and Mauche Settlement nt 
Likia was closed and whether 
that had to do with a plan lo 
provoke tension between the new 
settlers (allegedly Dbrobos) and 
the iooal residents. 


Theprclate further challenged 
Ihe government to explain why 
on April 1, at about 3.00 p.m. a 
helicopter flew over Likia, Teret 
and Sururu forest and landed in 
Teret forest where the new set- 
tlers had been given lnnd. Ac- 
cording to him the mission of the 
helicopter was suspect. 

He also said there- was, on 
April 5, at abbut 6.50 a.m., a 
huge -explosion in Likia forest. 

Bishop Ndingi said that 
people in Likia, Teretand Sururu 
-areas were afraid as on March 9, 
two loriy-loads of people were 
transported tothe area. Hesought 
lo know who they were and what 
their mission was. The bishop 
also wanted to know why some 
elderly and young people had 
started moving fro m the area and 
who had advised them to do so. 

The government denied that 
there were "strange" people in 
the forest- and explained tha! the 
helicopter- mentioned by the 
bishop belonged to the police 
and it was carrying a team lead 
by Mr Ogongo to inspect the 
destruction of the forest as/.per 
the instructions of Resident Moi. 

According to the residents of 
Likia/Terei and Mau Narokwho 


talked to this reporter, Bishop 
Ndingi was right. They have -a 
list of the vehicles that were seen 
transporting Ihe'^lrange*' people. 

The residents have wandered 
why the British Overseas Devel- 
opment. Authority- money was 
being spent on tesettlement of 
jieople who are not Dorobos. 
They said- the new settlers are 
from Bomel -and Kerioho dis- 
tricts-as well as some senior gov 
eminent officers from the 
Kalenjin community. 

Some of the allottees hovi 
built modem houses which the 
Dorobos cannqj afford. Most of 
the Dorobos li4e in clusters of 
villages mound Nessuit area. 

The residents ques lioned why 
Jhe government evicted people 
from the forests only to allocate 
it lo some individuals from out- 
side the area. 

According to Molo MP 
Njenga Mungai who recently 
accused the Kferio South MP 
Nicholas Biwottaf beingrespon- 
sible for- the ntrooities commit- 
ted against non-Kalenjin com- 
munities, particularly the 
Kikuyu, there is a deliberate 
scheme agalnst.the opposition in 
the Rift Valley Province- 


Cyclists 
to raise 
funds 
forBSK 

By Seth Muslsl 

The Bible Society of Kenya 
(BSK) hopes to raise millions of 
shillings this year through vol- 
unteer cyclists who will solicit 
sponsorships from friends, fami- 
lies, churches, church-related 
organisations and the business 
community. 

About Sh 5 million is ex- 
pected to be raised through the 
exercise. The money will be 
utilised to subsidise the price of 
biblical publications lo make 
them affordable to many 
Kenyans yearning to read Ihe 
Word of God. 

Volunteers for Ihe “Bike for 
Bible" exercise will be drawn 
from churohes, church 
organisations and other institu- 
tions. 

The programme is organised 
in two phases whereby the chil- 
dren aged between 6 and 12 will 
embark on Ihe exercise on -Au- 
gust 17 while adults' participa- 
tion will be on August 31. 

This type of fund-raising 
programme has been successful 
in many countries including 
America, Australia and Canada. 

A few weeks ago, the BSK 
launched the Kiswahili version 
Biblia Habari Njema at the St 
Stephen's CPK church, Nairobi, a 
which is expected lo benefit' 
nearly 80 million Kiswahili 
speakers in Eastern and Central 
Africa. 

The guest speaker at the oc- 
casion Ihe Presiding Bishop of 
the Methodist Church in Kenya, 
Prof Zablon Nthamburi, said the 
central message of theBible waft 
the coven ant that God made with 
its people. 

He said translating the Bible 
into a people's language made 
them aware of this covenant and 
their own part in it. 

The immediate' former BSK 
board chairman, Mr Timothy 
T&ki Mpaayei, appreciated the 
. assistance given by the United 
B ible Society (UBS) for the trans- 
lation ofthe Bible into Kiswahili) 
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President Yoweri Museveni's 
electoral triumph in-Uganda has 
gone a long way in showing that 
African leaders who in the past 
have feared the ballot need not 
do so. All they have to do is do 
follow sound leadership prin- 
ciples including time-tested 
-sound economic policies and 
embracing democratic tenets and 
their increasingly contented citi- 
zenry will reward them 
favourably. 

_ Unsurprising as Museveni’s 
win was, the margin of victory - 
75 per cent to opponent Paul 
Ssemogerere 's paltry 24 percent 
in an election that observers al- 
most unanimously say was fair 
was astounding. 

Compared to the cltno tic elec- 
tions in-Tanzania where the out- 
come is still in dispute in some 
places or that in Kenya in 1992 
where President Moi retained his 
position with a minority vote, the 


By Allan Nqwlrl 


Museveni triumph shows that 
Victor: Yoweri Museveni scored more than a million votes. Ugandans have full confidence 


in -most of the policies that have 


20 hurt in 

religious 

fracas 


seen this once war-torn- nation 
pull out of its ruins. 

In a continent which since the 
’60s has seen numerous leaders 
impose their almost unanimous 
authoritarian rule either by suc- 
cessive military coup d’etats as 
in Nigeria and Ghana, or through 
what amounts to constitutional 
dictatorships hall-marked by 
lengthy reigns in just about ev- 
erywhere else in Africa, 
Museveni now joins South 
Africa's Nelson Mandela and to 
a certain extent, Ghana's Jerry 
Rawlings astheonlyfew leaders 
on the continent who enjoy (lie 
popular mandate and who have 
something to show for their lead- 
ership. 

By so doing, the Ugandan 
lender has broken a few of the 
continent'sunwrittenmles which 
undoubtedly have been the cause 
of so much -suffering , for its 
people. 

After winnings guerrilla war 


ui 1986, Musevenrre fused id be to follow the well- trodden 

drawn into yet another spate of can path; that of crcaiino »£ 
retribution against his erstwhile dictatorships that 8UDna?5 
ODnonents Kite rh» Vmlnvimi. ****** ' 


retribution against his erstwhile 
opponents like the notorious 
Milton Obote had done previ- 
ously. 

Instead, and to the disbelief 
of many, he embarked on a seri- 
ous, massive reconstruction of 
the once “Pfearl of Africa" which 
had been severely ruined by the 
dictatorships of Obote and Idi 
Amin. In this, he had bonoweda 
leaf from the late Kenyan presi- 
dent, Jomo. Kenyatta, who had 
“forgiven" his enemies and 
pulled Kenya to rising prosper- 
ity during his reign. 

Dispensing with tired leftist 
exhortations he had learnt from 
Julius Nyerere-s Tanzania and 
Samora Madid's, Mozambique 
(which worked well during the 
bush war). Museveni embraced 
free market philosophies which, 
he seems to have quickly learnt, 
as the only, way for quick rising 
economic growth. 

Politically,- he again refused 


Sudanese bishop vows 


Muslims observing a religious 
occasion in the northern city of 
Kano attacked Christians nnd left 
fibour200 people i njured, four o F 
them seriously. 

The clash was at Bayero Uni- 
versity in Kano. The injured in- 
cluded a Briton who leaches ge- 
ography at the institution. He was 
treated in hospital for deep cuts 
„ on his head, face and arms, resi- 
dents said. 

The incident occurred os a 
group of Muslims were praying 
on a* field to mark the Islamic 
fcastof Eidal- AdhH, which marks 
the end of the Muslim pilgrim- 
age to Mecca. . 

Muslims, who said they had 

beendisturbed by (lie Christians, 
also broke windows and doors in 
the lecture hall where the Chris- 
tians were praying. Christians at- 
the university have not been al- 
lowed to build, a church so they 
use classrooms as places of wor- 
ship. 

Kano,- capital of the state of 
Ihe same name and Nigeria's sec- 
ond largest commercial centre, 
is predominantly Muslim and 
over the past 15 years, it has seen 
many religious clashes . 

The latest clash comes niter 
Nigeria military junta of General 
Sani Abachasackcd the northern 
Nigerian -based spiritual Mus- 
lims leader Ibrahim Dnsuki on 
charges- that he misused funds 
donated for the building of 
mpsques nnd for other purposes 
4nd .'replaced ; him with -a new 
leaddr, Mohammed Maccido. 

J According to; reports roach- 


to fight rights violations 

By Sam Gonza — — — 


a .- ‘”"‘“*"6 iojjuiis roacn- 
tog Lhgos, Muslims in southern 
Nigeria have Questioned ■»_ 


i H-i . 


{ Nigeria, have questioned the au- 
thbrity of the new northern-based 
leader of tiro Country’s Muslim 
Wih^uiiity, the first time the au- 
JhOifty- of; Nigeria's Muslim 
.fejadety known: ai the Sultan of 


f When a delegation of 200 bish- 
ops, priests, sisters and other 
Catholic faithful went to Rome 
from Khartoum, Sudan, last 
March for Ihe beatification of 
Bishop Colombo, three state se- 
curity people imposed them- 
selves on them. 

And after the formal beatifi- 
cation, the three men insisted they - 
too would go on the pilgrimage 
to Assis, Verona, Loreto and 
other shrines relevant to the oc- 
casion. 

One person who was not im- 
pressed by all this, is the soft- 
spoken bishop of El Odeid 
Macram Max Gass is. He joined 
the delegation in Rome and quite 
early on objected to state secu- 
rity presence in the midst of a 
purely religious affair. 

“We saw they were deter- 
mined to come up to the beatifi- 
cation, so we said okay. They 
could see the ceremony and re- 
turn to Khartoum. But these men 
were determined to have their 
way — they had come for the 
whole period of the pilgrimage." 

It was all part of parcel of 

Khartoum 's policy of harassment 
of the churches, asserts Bishop 
Macram. This harassment lias the 
prime purpose of the reducing : 
the churches to an Insignificant 
minority. It is a lactic to paralyse 
I the avenues of expansion of the 
church in Sudan." he adds. 

For nearly 10 years now. 
Bishop Macram has been per- 
sona non grata m that part of his 
diocese under government con- 
trol. .Today he flies into areas 
controlled by the Sudan Peoples ■ 
Libera ti oh Aripy, (SPLA). He 

sbes h Os his cardinal duty to let 1 
thip World understand the nunter- ■ 
Ouk.lpalS aiid tribulations that ; 



democratic activity sunuJiuw 
it with false popularity, ™ 

Though he has refused to a 

low political parties to own 
apparently - and somewhat, 
tjably - afraid that these wort 
like in Kenya, reduccthemsd* 
to -ethnic or- faction-based cal 
ties, this did not prevent 
dans from choosing himfhai 
number of candidates. N« tm 
the growth of democratic instit*. 
tiong been stifled. 

The combination of popala 
acceptance, economic I iben&H 
and a certain degree of polidnl 
openness and tolerance huseea 
Ugandaobtain dneofihehigbeti 
economic growth rates (an iw- 
age of 7-8 per cent over the lu 
five.years; crucial donor aidud 
moral support inlarge doses; ris- 
ing foreign investment !eve|];ml 
according to reports, emerging 
signs of growing prosperity in 
certain sectors of Ihe county 

- It has also-seen the establish- 
ment of order and normalcy ini 
country where only recently an- 
gels literally feared. to tread. 

This sense of a sure looting 
hBsbroughtalong a few surprises. 
Unlike in the more established 
Kenya, Ugandans now enjoy a 
host of competing, private tele- 
vision and radio stations with the 
government encouraging entre- 
preneurs to start moreof them in 
rural towns. The media is a thriv- 
ing -one with little of the notice- 
able heavy hand of authority 
evident in certain sections of (he 
Kenyan press. 



Dr Kassim Qwango flanker} by High Commissioner Sreenivasan (right) and Mr Andreas Searty, Grand Regency ’9 
General Manager during the press briefing. 


Nairobi to host Indian 


exhibition in August 


The spirited enthusiasm, com- 
mitment andde term mat bn of the 
Indian High Commission in pro- 
moting trade and business co- 
operation between India and 
Kenya cannot be 
overemphasised. 

LastFebniary.theHigh'Com- 
mission organised a day's sciui- 
iut on “Practical Aspects of Do- 
ing Business with India "nt A 
Nairobi hotel, bribe same spirit, 
disorganising a trade exhibition 
that will expose Indian trade and 
industry in East Africa. 


By Feed Ndung’u 


troops In March. 

Episcopalian and Catholic bish- 
ops said in a letter to the pontiff, 
that while Khartoum may roll 
out the red carpet for him, he 
should keep in mind that regime 
remained essentially ruthless and 
blood thirsty. ‘Their hands drip 
with the blood of innocent 
people..." the Sudanese clergy 
said in part. 

Bishop Macram says he has 
no regrets reminding people in 
such strong language of the hap- 
penings in Sudan. Those who 
wish to witness this should visit 

• southern Kordofanareaof north- 
ern Sudan which encompasses 
the Nuba mountains, pan of El 
Obeid, Wau, Riimbek and 
Malakal dioceses. 

On March 23 to 24, a cpntin- 
genl comprising some 700 gov- 
ernment of Sudan soldiers from 
the E! Saraf cl Al AJuner garri- 
son, descended on -villages in 
Kondor dnd Toror in' the Nuba 


ng attacKS oy government 


Both the Constituent Assent 
bly and the 'Interim Electoral 
Commission have had chances 
to reprimand President Museveni 
and to eyen overrule him when 
he went out of bounds, some- 
thing still short of a miracle in 
Kenya where the ruling party. 
Kami, cannot be seen to contra- 
dict the president even in situa- 
tions that warrant ft. 


Titled “Made in- India," the 
! . has attracted more titan 70 
Inian companies and takes place 
Jf Ke nyatta -International 
Conference Centre (KICC) from 
August -15 to 18,4his year. 

According to the Indian High 

wwrniiMionerto Kenya, MrT.P. 
5reemvasan,*thc embassy is' 
orgfliumg the event in collabo-' 
^■jpn with the 'Confederation of 
Indian Industry (C|l), the oldest 
un apex indus tiyorganisation 
Ji celebrated its centenary in- 


people, the sold iera urina ted and 
dafeacated on the food stores or 
burnt granaries to ashes. 

But most painful of all is that 
the marauding troops did not re- 


MrSreenivasan.toldthepress 

Keen v that r>n . ... 


auto components nnd accesso- 
ries, dyes, chemicals and paints, 
electronics mid communications 
products, industrial equipment; 
household appliances; 
kitchenware; machinery coinpo- 
nerusand tools; pharmaceuticals; 
textiles nnd textiles machinery. 

Mr Srcunivasnn said a mnjoi 
delegation of chief executive of- 
ficers led by the president of Cll 
will visit Kenya during the exhi- 
bition- to discuss with govern- 
ment officials, industrialists nnd 
entrepreneurs to better under- 
stand the investment climate. 

He reiterated that India was a 
serious investorin Kenya inmany 
successful joint ventures such os 
the Pan African Paper Mills and 
Kenindia. Assurance. He also 
enumerated recent positive trends 
in Indo-Kenyan economic rela- 
tions sinco the initiation of 
liberalisation in both countries. 

The' bilatornl trade between 
the two countries in 1986-87 was 
$12.38 million. This rose to 


US $ 1 25 million in 1994/95 and 
was expected to rise to US S25G 
million this year. India’s major 
export items have been motor 
vehicles, drugs and pharmaceu- 
ticals, machinery and instru- 
ments. Rice and wheat have now 
been added to the list. On the 
other hand, Kenya’s major ex- 
port goods have been dyeing & 
tanning materials, pulses, semi- 
precious stones, crude and inor- 
ganic ininernls. 


India has slowly mid simlily 
emerged to position four ps a 
major source of imports for 
Kenya behind Britain, Japan and 
Germany in 1995. 

Mr Sreenivosan said Indian 
products were- of high quality 
and affordable .and thus saved 
Kenya much needed foreign ex- 
change. He said that while the 
balance of trade was -in India’s 
favour, the adversity is not the 
same as that of other Kenya’s 
major trading partners. 

The. Grand Regency Hotel 
(Nairobi) will host the delegates 


in the August exhibition, shows 
nnd seminars; Air India will fly 
delegates nnd exhibitors. The 
Mnutua Sheraton Hutel (New 
Delhi) will organise ihe food fes- 
tival al the Grand Regency while 
the Indian. Council of Cultural 
Rclntions will send a cultural 
troupe. 

Mr Sreeniviisnu said his gov- 
ernment would like to correct the 
lndi'i- Kenyan trade imhuliim.c by 
encouraging Indian investments 
in Kenya nnd encouraging more 
Indian tourists to visit Kenya. 

Dr J. N Ngok, chairman of 
IPC, said Kenya was looking to 
India for appropriate tecluiology 
especially, in irrigation to help, 
the country attain food self-suf- 
ficiency /sustenance. He said 
Kenya had the potential but 
lacked the technology. 

Mr Peter Mulhoka, EPC’s 
executive said it was time both 
countries intensified trade and 1 
co-operation (in many areas even 
culture) to help boost t lie -tradi- 
tional trade relations and sup- 
port. 


recent report on the situation was 
released in Geneva last February 
20. It says extrajudicial killings, 
disappearanccof people, abduct- 
ing of children for slavery and 


Botir Uganda and Tanzvik, 
despite the. numerous flaws ip 




industry action in regards to 
^“activity, qualify nnd human 
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Why women’s businesses fail 


■ — v\ — e slavery ana 

spect the sanciiy D f the churches women andgirls forconcubinage 


didates in presidential election* , ]jy ] estmei,f ,n °re ihnn l)S$ 


J — UIC 

Holy Eucharist and tabernacles, 
broke to pieces the figure of 
Christ on the cross, looted the 
statue of Mary and other church 
items, including benches and 
vestments, ‘To anybody who 
thinks this is propaganda, I say I 
have video pictures of what hap- 
pened in (hose villages on that 
fateful day." 

The bishop says the motive 
for these inhuman actions, is to 
make the people insecure and 
thus force them into “peace 
camps" on government held ter- 

ntoiy insouthern Kordofan.“Tha 

people Are routinely promised 
food and medicines, in these 


in both nations receivedgoveni- j 0| , 

menr funds for electioneering. 1 ^, .. ror ganisajions support- 

Uflhirilde ranimhi and Fnir?V£4llJ&K * it ^rollbitiOll .Iflf'lllHfl flia 


in Sudan. 

Could peace come to Sudan 
in his lifetime? Bishop Macram, 
who is 58 years old, says the way 
forward lies in Khartoum sub- 
scribing to two fundamental prin- 
ciples: the principle of self deter- 
mination for the South, Nuba 
mountains and other 
marginalised areas like southern 
Blue Nile and Southern Darfur; 

and theprinciple of separation of 


vehicles, security mdfairlyequih **h*bition. include the 

lime on the- electronic media, j- * National Chamber of 
flrtTtla L.. mmerc e and 


something that was not eveiiefl* and .Industry • 

tertained for a moment in Kenya- w. the Investment Pro- • 

For Kenyans who are bracing : p " ~ enlre (IPC), the Export 
for yet another multi-party elec- '°. n Council (EPC), 

linns nnTf war T To fln d& l DOli ^ “ Assurance. lh*» Minle 
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lions next year, theUgaridan pop- 
will bring nothing shortlof ertvy- 

The violence that acccmpa- 


Kenyan small and medium scale 

businesswomen continue to suf- , . tl -D-O- — 

Fer from lack of business train- hi comparison to men, says nesses li^ce tailoring, handicrafts, 

ing. And the. way out of this is for the report, women generally slf op-keeping, hair-dreqsing, 

fi training system to be put in have a lowdf.levepof academic weaving and brewing among 
place by the government and education . They are therefore, other trades, 

concerned non-governmental either not able Ip get gainful' . : A number of measures shpu Id 

organisations (NGOs). ; employment, or when theydp, it , be taken tPjencourfige the train- 

Thia is the view of the Pan is at the Jowct cadres. This af- fog of vypmen tb obtain iriandgfe- 

African Confederation of C&- fects .'their ability to save and : merit skills, 1 aayi ACCOSCA. 

operative. Savings and Credit hehce thejr borrowing, capacity , A 1 pionglhem is training atdiTfef* 
Association, (ACCOSCA), a (for starting buBmes^J.V/on^en,' ehtlevcbfonumer^y, business.' 

continent-wide organisation . j^rere^irej-gqt trapped iri a-.yi-, ' foanagem^tskj ija^ organisation . 
who« mission is to promote rite L : “oious cycje of poverty due; to i: an d leadership skill s. Such areas 
development of savings and theblow resource-base . [ 1 like book-keeping, organisation : 


By Allan Ngwlrl 


elation,, most Kenyan women 
engage in such small-scale busi- 
nesses lifce tailoring, handicrafts, 
sl^op-keeping, hair-dressing, 
weaving and brewing among 
other trades. 

: A numberof measures shquld 


■ ran “- lhe Minis- 
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COMMENTS 
Coffee indus 
in the doldru 



Kenya's coffee industry faces- a 
bleak future unless urgent reme- 
dial measures are taken. Even 
with the current economic 
liberalisation the industry is 
bogged down by a host of prob- 
lems among them unjustifiable 
deductionsby various institutions 
and escalating costs of-produc- 
lion. The deductions and high 
production costs avderscly. af- 
fect coffee pay outs and bonus 
payments to small-scale farm- 
ers. 

The Inst ten years of low cof- 
fee prices wiih the ever-rising 
production costs has made it un- 
economical for many farmers to 
continue withihcneccssary stan- 
dard of husbandly resulting in a 
significant drop in crop produc- 
tion. The demand on land for 
residential occupation is another 
factor which has inode some 
farmers sub- divide their planta- 
tions and sell plots to meet their 
financial commitments. This is 
especially so for the land adja- 
cent to urban areas. 

Tlie sin nil -holders have re- 
duced their coffee acreage largely 
due to population growth coupled 
with the need to grow subsis- 
tence food. Due lu these I iietnrs 
llic national coffee production 
has decreased from approxi- 
mately 130,000 ions to just over 
70,000 tons in the past seven 
years. 

There was some iriiprove- 
ment in the world coffee prices 
following the 1994 reported frost 
in Brazil coupled with reduced 
production world- wide but these 
'frosts are getting fewer and far 
apart. This is not going to lost as 
today’s prices .barely cover the 
high chemical and fertilizers 
costs, high interest rates nnd rap- 
idly increasing costs of harvest- 
ing and the deductions. 

After production of one ton 
of coffee at the current price 
$2,000, the farmer would expect, 
a net income of Sh 116,000. 
However, current costs to the 
farmer amount to a total of Sh 
1 17,263 leaving the farmer with 
a net loss of Sh. 1,263. • 

These deductions come in ‘ 
form of a 6 per cent presumptive . 
tax of 2 per cent, :KFCU milling, 
charges of 5.5 per cenl imd agency - 
commission of 2 J5 per deni. To-. 
taideductionp^rcentftgesftmOUnt 
to 20.6 percadiffipni thd former's' . 
gross earnings! . 


By. George Mwiclgl 


coffee at a lower cost nnd with 
fewer deductions. 

There seems in be no justifi- 
cation for the government and 
locn l councils to scoop 6 percent 
front fanner's gross earnings. 
This is killing farmers' incentive 
and should lie drastically reduced 
us should*, be duties levied on 
fertilizers and other Fium inputs. 
Only then can n farmer produce 
coffee competitively. 

For Kenya toef fee lively com- 
pete with other producing coun- 
tries, it has to replace the present 
CBD (Coffee Berry Disease) 
susceptible varieties with newer 
disease res i stunt varieties like 
Ruiru 1 1 developed by the Cof- 
fee Research Found, it ion 20yeai s 
“go. 

This variciy would mil re- 
tqtiire the cost of spray chemi- 
cals, and much less machinery 
'maintenance. It also visualised 
linn Kenya should rnimiutiiilly 
uproot the replant on a 10-20 
year cycle us it is known that 
young coffee produces the high- 
est yields and resists diseases 
more. This can Iv substantiated 
from the small holders' produc- 
tion records. 


For many years, Kenyans 
have been proud of their high 
tpialily coffee. Rut it is believed 
in the long run it would bp better 
to produce an average quality, or 
even increase nur coflee farming 
profit ability. This may be a bel- 
ter way ouiconsidei ing Uialonly 
10 w 15 per cent of the Kenyan 
n rabies is graded qs “premium" 
grades AA and -AB since inde- 
pendence in 1963 - No matter 
how good our coflee.is] 

Economic liberalisation calls 
for free market options for farm- 
-ers and the Kenya government 
with lire Coffee Board of Kenya 
should henceforth- be playirig 
supervisory role of issuing-pnee ■ 
guidelines to farmers. The free 
marketshouldbe allowed to regu- 
late Itself to the extent that«pri- 
vate treatiea should not raider^ 
mine the weekly coffee Huctiqnsi 
A leaf could life borrowed, from 
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There has been a major break- 
through in the development of a 
new contraceptive for men, says 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) in. tlic journal Fertility 
and Sterility. 

Th e method developed relies 
on hormone injections to reduce 
the concentration of sperms in 
semen to either very low or un- 
detectable levels. The overall 
contraceptive effectiveness 
achieved in a.two-ycar trial was 
98.6%, which- is comparable to 
the effectiveness of hormonal 
methods for women such as the 
oral contraceptive pill. 

‘‘The findings in. the WHO 
study have brought us a stop 
closer to developing a hormonal 
contraceptiveformen,” statesDr 
GiugeppeBenagiano, Director of 
the WHO Special Programme of 
Research; Development and Re- 
search Training in Human Re- 
production (HRP). 

The results of this trial are 
especially important bccausetlie 
'development of new, safe, effec- 
tive. reversible and. acceptable 
contraceptive methods for men 
will expand die options avail- 


ganisnu either towards or away 
from a region of high electric 
Held sfrcnaih 

Recent work, in this field has 
shown the way to wants its being 
accepted us a suitable alternative 
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to the classic cultural-based mi- 
crobiological techniques which 
are seen as time-consuming, 
labour intensive, and often cum- 
bersome. Other methods £or the 
detection Of micro-organisms in 
rood now being used are more 
rapid, but generally lacking in 
sensitivity. 

Dielectrophoresis is defined 
as the motion of aneutral particle 
flue to the action of a non-uni 
form field on its permanent or 
induced dipole moment. The 
.technique offers speed .and sim 
■plicily and the separation of mi 
croorganisms is achieved wirliir. 

a riiimilaA Ui. il ■■ 


r — “1“™“ '-luuigtuusms is achieved witlijr 

S r, Up,e l Wl, ° W,Sh u° phn mmu,es by thc application of an 
their families. At present, the only . appropriate dvqaL 


contraceptive options available 
to men ore the condom, with- 
drawal and vasectomy. — WHO 

Hidden security 
tags to protect 
books against theft 

Hidden electromagnetic security 
tags, applied automatically and 
at high-speed inlothe spines of 
books during the printing pro 
cess, have been developed tohelp 

bboksellerstoguardaguinsl theft. 

TheTagax system consistsof 
a continuous electromagnetic 
tape, a dispenser and an applica- 
tor head. The 6 mm -wide, con- 
tinuous pressure-sensitive tape 
is traverse-wound in lengths of 
up to 25,000 metres to deliver 
more than 300,000 discrete swit- 
chable-.tags, either dormant or 
activated, during the manufac- 
ture of cascbound andpaperbaek 
books at foil production speeds 
of up to .25, 000 per hour. 

For die retailer, the system 
offers built-in, reliable, covert 


Other advantages are- rela- 
tively low capital, cost and, be 
cause it is a generic. concentre 
turn technique, it can be used 
wnn a wide range of rapid dptcc- 
tion systems. 

America to test 
new British 
anti-cancer drug 

A new drug that shows promise 
of advancing the treatment of 
-leukaemia is to undergo trials at 
America’s Rational Cancer In- 
stitute in Maryland. 

The drug, called 3BIT, is the 
result of three years research led 
by Dr David and Sopsamorn 
Flavell in the Simon Flavell 
Leukaemia Research Unit based 
at Southampton University. 

The unit has been named af- 
ter the couple’s 10 -year-old son, 
who died of leukaemiafiveyears 
ago. 

The new drug is a cocktail of 
three different. hybrid molecules 

/Vt nuw ■ ■ 


‘i u. UiC ' Mwen u,ree ainerem. hybrid molecules 

and switchnble security. Books comprisedofanantibody coupled 

-are supplied with thetag already with a powerful toxin. The anti- 
ui place, and the appearance of body delivers the.- toxin to the 
the product remains unchanged, target where it enters and kills 
making detection of the tag vir- the cancer cell, 
tually impossible. Activation, A university spokesman 
deactivation and detection is commented: “The drug performs 
■achieved using existing electro- better against laboratory models 
magnetic equipment. of human leukemia and 

Printers do not have to make lymphoma than anything else ih 
changes to the manufacturing the same class of drug tliathass 
prowss as the system ^bolta-on" been student previously. Such is 

I Kp At/m i. ji nnvrf* 


r r oojia-on r ocen student previously. Such is 
io printing equipment. The mami- the excitement generatedby 3BIT 

fac hirer, PP Payne Ltd, claims that tho NationalCancer Institute 

that the system has been tested • is offering to run clinical trials 
successfully by two leading book with it using US government 

printers at full line-speedy with funding." 


i that the system has been tested 
successfully by two leading book 
printers at full line-speedy with 
little disruption to the mamifac- The Southampton research 

team already has clinical trlok 
; The Tagax source-tagging Underway in Britain withasinglo 
system is areaqlt of peedsiden- immuno toxin, but Dr David 
tifiedbyBritui^'sBooiclndustry flnyell says the bs trials will 
Communication (BICX to de- speed the progress of .the triple 
Wn^wt book iinmonotoxin drug. 
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By Andrea Useem 


Each day millions of- Kenyans, .both rural and 
urban, consume a maize meal dish.-ugali, which is 
fast becoming a national staple. The colour may 
be white, the taste fresh, but each mouthful may, 
contain microscopic toxins that threaten human 
health, as two university professors recently dis- 
covered. 

Professors Gacheri Muriuki and George Siboe 
of the University of Nairobi’s Department of 
Botany detected the presence of fungi and their 
tpxic by-products known as mycotoxins when 
they analyzed commercially-sold maizemeal in 
Nairobi. The professors tested 172samplesof twp 
popular maize mefll brands, Jogoo and Ugalj, and 
baggpd flour for the presence of fungi. 

Over 53 per cent of the samples they analyzed 
were found to contain levels of ochratoxin — a 
little-researched mycotoxin - which exceeded in- 
temaliondHy-recognized standards. Nearly aquar- 
ter of the samples contained higher than accept- 
able levels ofmoisture, a factor which encourages 
fangol growth. 

"These data provide a warning that die myc- 
oloxin contamination problem in maizemeal ii 
critical and consumers’ health is at risk,” the 
professors staled in their research paper, which 
appeared in the February 1995 issife of the Afri 
c an Journal of Health Sciences, 

The mycotoxin question stole the limelight at 
the recently-concluded 17th African. Science 
Health Congress when Dr William Marasas, a 
South African scientist, delivered the key note 
address on “Mycotoxins in foods in Africa." 
Marasas called for government intervention to 
ensure safely standards in maize meal.- 

Health crisis 

Researchers have revealed that mycotoxins 
can cause cancer, suppress the immune system 
and damage the liver in animal and humans who 
consume foods contaminated with them. Afla- 
toxin is the most widely-known mycotoxin, al- 
though others such as oc hratoxin.and zearalenone 
are .equally abundant and hazardous. 

The average Kenyan consumes 0.4 
kilogrammes of maizemeal every day, making it 
Uie most popular foodstuff in the country . It is this 
fact whichparticularly alarmstlie two professors: 
We -postulate that many Kenyans are highly 
exposed to mycotoxins .through regular intake of 
low doses in maize products that appear physi- 

By-Alox Dlanq'a and Evallne Were ~~ 

The looming urban crisis [resulting from an over- 
stretched urban. infrastructure has at lastmoved 
development planners in Kampala into involving , 
the community in matters of environmental plan- I 

Unable to cope with the demand, for public 
toitete’lhe Kampala City Council has leased its' 
public toilets to privates managers while still help- 
ing in (lie it maintenan ce. 

At the new Kampala taxi park, which serves < 
thousands of people everyday, two toilets servea 
large number oftravelJm who daily flock in and 
out of the bus pork. 

Janies (second namie withheld), a traveller 
from one of the suburbs of Kampalaemerges from 

Ii , b!e to cunl:ain Uic pressure on his 
bladder, he rushes to n- nearby toilet, pays 50 
Uganda shillings (equivalent to KSh 3), which 
gives him access to a cle «n, well kept toilet at the 
taxi park. ; 

‘This initiative of . tl» city council is a great 
relief to us, says Jamen, a businessman. “Previ- 
ously toilets here wy r e unusable, because of the • 
stench and lack of wo tear. Many a time, 1 would . 

just go to e place like that,*- he says, pointing i 
towards adark alley 4 Th»e new initiative has been 
more than welcom e by women, who see it a n 
saviour from embarrassment « 

to a roiUrnadng, sane .in Nqirobijat the Couh-. „ 
fry flua Station, ccmimoidj/ known as^Mfichakos r, 

Airport, f travel Jer pressed to answer a call'of 

S'i stepping oh- human 

^“'^Wk-The tofletis v 

, libefaiiymixes wlthuriije; . ;.v 1 ; .■ Jr ■- V : - • ■■ » 
•jJi- ^ cide.iji t J ate fai ths eyeriiqig, , | [ ;] 


Iw 


Mm 









A 


’ -t ; < t II 






National staple: Kenyans are exposed to mycotoxins through regular In 




doses ih maize products. 


cally fit for human consumption," they wrote. 

Although the professors’ findings point to a 
far-reaching hcalth crisis, the actual extent of 
mycotoxin contamination in Kenya’s maizemeal 
and its effects on the population’s health, remains 
uncertain. 

It s a question which keeps coming up, but no 
one has any clear answers,” says Dr F.A. Qgoth. 
a hepatitis researcher at the Kenya Medical Re- 
search Institute (Kemri). He notes that scientists 
in Kenya have studied the issue on and off for the 
past 30 years. 

Ungn Maize Millers, tile producers of Jogoo 
and the Milling Corporation of Kenya, producers 
of Ugali, would not comment on the research 

nnt ,T eS ' V° WeVCr ' ,he two private companies are 
not the only organizations responsible for ensur- 
ing food safety. 

Both the Ministry, of Health and the Kenya 
Bureau of Standards (KBS) are charged with the 
task- of monitoring the level of mycotoxins in 
’ ‘™ e Ministry of Health has 700 
■public health officers (PHO)and more than 3,000 
deputies stationed throughout the country.” says 

Wawe ™’f ctin8 deputy Chief Public 
Health Officer at the Mmistiy of Health. 


. -The job of the PHOs and diet 
eludes monitoring maize quality frri 
through thc storage and transport js 
commercial market. "We do rank 
may be contaminated maizeineal on 
says Waweru encouraging reiearchd 
such findings direct lywithiheMinist 
"We have a system in place, but nosv 
proof.” 

"We do not have enough reiourm 
our m nndnte," he said. "The job' ly- 
rics. To be more effective, wc iwi 
laboratories, where sampler can 
quickly. The infraslruclure is lacki 
said. 


Currently tho ministry hasonlyetf 
in Nairobi, although it ■occasiowt , 
laboratories and the Government Cb 
According to a-Weslem source* 
condition of anonymity, the resource 
because the government has not mi 
a priority. "Western agencies have 
forced, Kenya to establish health 
food,” he said. ! 




Kampala privatise 
its public toilets 

an elderly woman in one of ths public toilets in Ida gives the background Bib 

Nairobi is accosted by a young -man wielding idea: “Somebody approached u 1 
human faeces as he demands money. The fright- posal of managing, the toilets. We 
"ened woman parts with all- the money she has opportunity to pave the face ofi 
wi thou Ians weringthe call ofnature. Such are the conditions then were pathetic,’' he 
scenes common in Nairobi's public toilets. After several disciissioiw, an ' 

And to add insult to injury, the city council of reached dial the managed wouU 


He notes that the government may.be more 
concerned with food production, rather Ilian safety 
in a country where "most people are just trying to 
fill their stomachs. “If Wesiem standards of food 
safety apply to Kenya, then there is a crisis,"'he 
said. “But if you take African standards, then 
mycotoxins are not a big problem." 

For Siboe, however, food safety is not n ques- 
tion of cultural priorities, but an urgent issue for 
Kenyans to address. “Today, the food people are 
eating is definitely cxnitamin nled, and the problem 
is getting worse with food shortages,” he says. 
When food supplies arc short, people are likely to 
eat the maize they have, even if il is mouldy. 

The professors’ research paper tilled! 
M Maizeme&l contaminated with mycotoxins in 
Kenya,” also suggests that current quality control 
practices are limited not only by a shortage of 
resources, but also by a shortage of- scientific- 
knowledge. 

At the-National Cereals and Produce Board 
(NCPB), for example, thc primary safeguard 
against mycotoxins is moisture content control. 
Farmers are instructed to-deliver maize only if it 
has been sufficiently dried. 

"Wc carry out- very stringent quality control 


testing," says Mr Justice Kemei, the board’s Pub- 
lic Relations Officer. " All of our maize has a 
moisture content oflcss than 13.5-percenLlfyou 
do not have too much moisture, then you will not 
see contamination." 

But- the assumption thaL fungal growth and 
mycotoxin production dependon moisture levels 1 
alone is a weak one, according to Siboe. Other 
factors such as harvest season and maize species 
influence fungi and their toxic by-products. “In 
fact, no one knows-the exact point during the 
growing, harvesting, storing and transporting pro- 
cess at which maize becomes contaminated," say? 
Siboe. 

In addition, KBS and private sector food labo 
ratories test only for the presence of allaloxiii, the 
best known of the mycotoxins. Ochratoxin and 
other toxins may pass to the consumer undetected. 


Concerned by the risk that Kenyans face, a 
number -of University of Nairobi scholars have 
drafted a proposal for a three-year research project 
to focus on these and other questions about niyc- 
otoxins. "Until wc find out more about these 
fungi, there can be no effective intervention,” says 
Siboe, one of the scholars. But thc Sh 3 million 
project is yet to find a funding agency. 

According to the paper, the tact that afloloxins 
accumulate in the body means that even "safe" 
dosos may be harmful if taken daily. Since inter- 
national standards do not take into account the 
large amount of- maizemeal that Kenyans and i 
other Africans eat, the professors suggest that 
nejv, region -specific standards may be in order. 

To those buying maizemeal, Siboe offers some 
practical advice. “If thc flour tastes or smells 
strange, then return thc package to the store. This 
will not only help you, but also put pressure oil the 
manufacturer to treat the product hygicnically," 
he says. 

For the majority of rural Kenyans who grow 
and eal'thcir own maize; lie advises them to sort il 
carefully after harvesting: "Separate any grains 
which are discoloured, but do not brewbeerfrom 
them or feed them to the animals,” the professor 
says. “Mycotoxins collect in animal tissues and 
can be just as dangerous. Milk, eggs and meal can 
all become contaminated," he cautions. 

However, he advises that mouldy grains need 
not be thrown away as they become compost 
when they decompose, and may thus be used as : 
fertilizer.-- An IRIS Feature ! 
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scenes common m Nairobi’s public toilets. 

And to add insult to injury, tha city council of 
Nairobi has given away some of its public toilets, 
which have been turned into eating places! 

In spiteof thecity’sgrowingpopulalion. which - 

currently stands at over two million, the city 
council ib virtually taking no initiative to provide 
toilet facilities. The result is that many dark alleys 
nave become open lavatories, ■ 

Although Kampala, ia still recovering from 
eight -years of turmoil which started with Idi 


icnwiicu uiw uiy 

suchias toilets -and iriainienioe* 
pay for. the water. and ihe’Sltf 1 
.council would keep the toilets in 
4pn. : . .' 
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Atpin a reign of tenor whenpublic utilities in the 
city went -haywire, it is well ahead of Kenya in 
terms of such utilities; ".■!•■ 


f dark alleys '."What people need is a g** 

with running-, water,’’ *^* • 7 ’ , 
rering from chairman of the Urban 

ad with Idi- iug all over the oity has qecta® 1 ' 
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Close to three weeks ago,- 1 had a 
chat with FORD-Amli chairman 
Kenneth Stanley Njindo Matiba. 

He outlined how he wished- to 
see the Nyayo era come to an 
end. The RORD-A boss said he 
had oiled all -his political ma- 
chinery and, come the elections 
even a snap one ; he would beat 
President Moi hands down. 

It was a long chat on many 
issues. However, Mr Matiba’s 1 
main concern was to fulfill his 
Tong held ambition of removing 
President Moi from that coveted 
seat. 

Towards die conclusion of 
our discussion the FORD- A boss 
called me an enemy of democ- 
racy one who was a beneficiary 
of the Nyayo system. 

Two weeks ago, Mr Matiba 
publicised his “shadow” cabinet 
composedof people Kenyans hod 
not heard about. 

The publicity his announce- 
ment-got was interesting because 
the media knows, or should 
know, that Mr Matiba has no 
powers whatsoever, to appoint a 
shadow cabinet. 

That the "cabinet" was com- 
posed of political non entqius 
was awkward since thfe constitu- 
tion is clear on who should ap- 
point a shadow cabinet and who 
should hold a post in the shadow 
cabinet. 

This lends to the question: 
What is Kenneth Maliba up to? 
Inmyconsklcrcdopinion, 1 think 
the ChiefofFORD-Asili politics . 
has gone overboard. 

Those who. saw thc shadow . 
cabinet and -who know the 
' constiuitution of 'this Republic- 
were bewildered. 

Going by Mr Matiba's poli- 
tics, Mr George Anyona', the only . 
known official and legislator of 
the lukewarm Kenya National 
Congress (KNC) can appoint a 
shadow cabinet. 

Sharp shooter Haroun Mwau 
of Pick can do the same and so 
can many others who still claim 
to be leaders of this or the ot ha- 
political party. That waa told to 
me by the. chairman of another 

lukewarm political party called 
Kenda;Mwalimu David Muk'afu 
Ng'ang’a. 

Why deeB Matiba-act so con- 
fosedly?. My opinion is -that the 


By James KaMdto 

Come clean 
about this 
NYDP thing 

A friend -telephoned last week 
inviting mo for the lannchcon of 
thc National Youth Development 
Programme (NYDP) at a Nairobi 
hotel which Vice President 
George Saitoh officiated. 

[ declined the invitation, for 
no matter how much'l enjoy thc 
company of’rich boys", I do not 
want to be party to the activities 
ofNYDP. To me, its motives arc 
sinister. 1 do not like what I have 
so far heard about it. 

Kanu. whose idea il is, insists 


fore. Lot the masses first be edu- 
cated about this NYDP, its ben- 
efits and i£aims before diiefs 
DOs and DCs can start forcing 
them to sell'their chicken for the 
stomachs of a. few fat-cals in 
Kanu. 

Yours truly 
can afford 
to celebrate 

You may. not realise it but this 
column is two years old today. 
The Odd-Onc-Out, rest, assured, 
is growing from strength to 
strength. 

Tliis co him nisi is indebted lo 
many of- you, ns lie celeb rales 
this birthday. Your many contri- 
butions 11 Hide Odd -One-Out the 
success il is today. 

I can now disclose that occa- 
sion ally 1 have lad to wake up in 
the middle of the night la piece 
up a few notes for the column 


that all the youth, irrespective of . while at others. I wobble to the 
their party hiclinnlious will be 1 office sick to ensure that you do 
beneficiaries. Then the provin- llo! ,n * ss , ' 1,B cohitnn. 
cial administration is ordered ^ ouniuy also be interested to 

"from nbovc" to ensure dial ev- know that ns we celebrate the 
cry “wilaya" contributes a mini conclusion of these two years of 
mum of Sit 100,000. wearing off lingers on the key- 

Durinu this launched t, none board to produce lit is pie cc. many 

people have been annoyed by its 
of the opposition leaders wits in- vcry eanWMm \ have a few Llirt aK 

vited. Indeed, most of them only ofco „ rl - lclion - m mv drawers by 
read Hboul the occasion in the pk . who lhink , ha , wlCl! i„ a 
newspapers the following day. wllilu j oms iep my journalistic 
The gathering, comprising a j, (HUK i lirics . 


iv as awkward since the consUlu- c j a | administration is ordered 

tion is clear on who should ap- “from nbovc" to ensure dial ev- 
[jpinl a shadow cabinet and who cry “wilnya" contributes n mini 
should hold a post in the shadow nium 0 f sh 100 , 000 . 
cabinet. During this latincltcon, none 

™ 8 Jf 0ds JP Mbi Ihn of the opposition leaders was in- 

Wha, » kenneth Mal.ba up lo? mos , o[ t|l(!m onl 

- ■«»- Y ™ 

- »»»— '■ 

• Those wlio.saw thc shadow . few rich follows within Kanu. 
cabinet and -who know the raised Sh 2.7 million in a record 
constiuitution of this Republic- 15 minutes. Prof'Saitoti an- 
were bewildered. nounced that the June 15 na- 

tional harambee for NYDP 
Going by Mr Matiba's poli- would be historical as it- would 
tics, Mr George Anyona', the only . surpass any . □ liter held in . the 
known official and legislator of rountry.in terms of collections, 
the lukewarm Kenya National No wonder chiefs, DCs and 
Congress (KNC) can appoint a their provincial bosses are now 
shadow cabinet. orcing people to contribute . Thc 

president says this should not be 
Sharp shooter Haroun Mwau case. But these admiiMStra- 
of Pick can do the same and so tors ^Q^'t care. They insist that 
can many others who still claim wananchi must contribute, 
to be leaders of this or the-otHm* j think Kanu is taking 
political party. That was told to Kenyans foraride. Andlikesoine 
me by the. chairman of another j n the opposition I think the party 
lukewarm political party oalTed is trying to collect election cam- 
Kenda;Mwalimu David Muk'afu paign . money through the 
Ng’ang’a, backdoor. 

Who, fust and foremost is Hie 
Why deeB Matiba-pcl so con- leader of this NYDP business’? 

fasedty?. My opinion is -that the “ Why did it come about around 
man is not thinking straight, this time and not after the last 
. FORD-Asill used to have-many' general ejections -when most of 
followers countrywide and-was , theyou thin this cou nfiy expected 
Indeed one of thoserpwties that ; Iheiqjingparty to fulfill the prom- 

1. !•" ..... li iliinfia ifff ramnaittn 


1 have also received a lot of 
compliments from many of you, 
either through the phone or inthe 
streets. I am happy that most of 
you appreciate what this column 
has so far produced and that my 
efforts have not been in vain. 
Thanks all you folks. 

A few unsolicited views by 
some of you will do: 

"Yourcolumnwas vety interest- 
ing at the very beginning but 
somewhere along the way, .you 
toned down your writing. Some- 
thing must have happened, but 1 
am sure you will never tell the 
truth” - A fellow scribe and 
former colleague in one of the 
local dailies. 

‘You are biased. You use that 
Christian newspaper tohurl abuse - 
at your -person ai_encmies. God 
will punish you if you do notdo- 
; whpt is right)* >-). Police 
Commissioner, SJiedrdch jCirykr 
commenting about a piece of last 


the ruling, party was. sleepless- ; is?a It madffjuring its campaign VOf ,ime»ling about apiece of last 

' abokit in the countdown to Ihe | in ' l 9 g?. v fedf on police reservitts. 

1992 general elections. • ,> 1 j 1 !; Kanu leadera are not being ' , r ; ■ 

■ 1 i • • ■ ' ; ■ : sincere;. A loi of cash js flowing .. I wnI , eB 6 wly for^i/io jfeiid 

' . , jBniwhatis il tqday? Itis like, : towards- Ihe direction bf State f Ke Odd-One-6ii'h il ls Vety iri- 
a pwsonal NGOp-.chrired.'oorq- 1 1 Houfe. Thdse Who wane fovpurs- terestlng ,0 read aboiit whalyou 
■jnepdeer^dand firnded Ity cite . are mieuing attlte gate of ^tate - _■■■. • s«. : '■ . . V , : , 

■individual called,': ,Keh noth' Hoi^e lo'iifcm'ate ‘ihis- or that , Un6k 1; about M-: 

1 MatihP- Tljiathe hrtB jnqnejf ianotP : ; amount '[tow^rdsthe ; yqdth . 1 fepUng/Wi- piMe^I^y^ 
;; in doubtl Butit should be clear to' ,j proj^ti Allot ofmoney WHL.be Mama ^Kiai, ehainij^n of ; tht;- 
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Mrican theologians should help in interpreting the 
g^pe! message according to the people’s culture! 

a p,D ' Afti “" ™ : 

The 15 participants called upon fellow theolo- 
gians to make a serious analysis of African cultures 
and tying new African insights -that are needed for 
the growth and understanding of the church in 
Africa. 

A comm unique issued at the end of (he April 14- 
20 consultation, said African theological 
.^rmeneuticalfscrrptrrra 1 interpretation) framework 
■Wflt emerging raises concerns over elements in 
/tfnean cultures and iirlhe Christian tradition that 
are not consistent with the gospel. 

Organised jointly by the Deportment of Tlieol 
aSySS Educating and S2Ju£ 

Educaho n Programme of the AH Africa Conference 

resultaS** ^ CC ^' the cotlsuIt ation noted dint 
“ f m S,U ?>'P rQcess on gospel and culture at 1 
the national level show that Africans have affirmed 
foe gospel as the Good News of Salvation But 
because the gospel came with a difference cultural 

mafci C , hUr , CheS in ~ A[rica have bcsn sl niggling to I 

S ,eVanl f ° U,eir in sp^ l * 

molters. the statement added. f 

-n 





a Baptist church In Coma, Zaire. -FUt picture. malnutrition and dvsentry, in the com- pound of 


Putting Afri 
in teaching 

A lheir historic assemblv 
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hi their historic assembly, held in 
Rome in 1994 African Catholic 
pis hops said of incul luxation; “The 
synod considers- inculturation an 
urgent priority in the life of the par- 
ticular chutehra „ r. f. 







w-ssiass; 
.njs-g^ssasK ssstas&f-^ 

' All' together onjl do awayw/th divisions tharar^lT Africa?* 1 ' **" ■ Cathol,c church “i 

. .. Ui | I, foe African! race." said the £*"?* has not instituted -a weU dc- 

' I i !/| '«; oue. said the theologians conununi- • fined approach torealiselhegoalof 

gospel inculturation, Pope John Paul 

«. influence of mega ca,- 

of African (SSS h?’ lJ J reale,,s the . rul “re «foiOh highlights the synod 

came UW * d 1 hppe for S enei «hons to for ^ African Catholic bishops 

OnMarchl4iDr(Fr)AyIwiird 

■ shorter, of the Missionaries of A f- 
the n i,1BlihUod ehmtfiw «nd ric ® 0rder . launched Christianity 

aSS i? churches such ns the RLnn ^ d,he ^^^gination.. w \uch 

? Africaamong others, is a sign of «« attempt to cany out a dUlogtw 

£5? tofacuon from the missionary' oriented African oral tradition and use 

“ focpultoral influence that accompany a resource for the incuimration 

*■ participants. -said lamenting^ of the gospel. 

“thus 1T, “Wrt «* 128-page volume. 
SS ** Uving ***** "MMU- fo«_autlior highlights the impact of 
nan is seriously, colnpromiscd. ,, African cultural values in the teach- 

T . . . ingof the gospel message in Africa. 

wh^ W ?T ail L divi,ion ofthe African continent “* m “P*«*menl of African values 
wnicii includes the cries and bleeding of African by some missi °naries and the cur- 

chddren jn Rwanda, Burundi, Sudan, Somalia. renL P° sition of *e Vatican in the 
tJbena, Sierra Leone and elsewhere, '’challenges of African values in 

us^to. ask whether the- gospel has equipped us as bo Catholic-teachings. 

churches fo say or do anything about these . . ,The autho ri who has spent 30 of 

situations, observed the theologians. his missionary service in Africa and 

has visited half of the countries on 
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enn thought forms are far from be- 
ing impervious to rational analysis 
nnd symbolism is far.from unknown 
ui Europe and America. 

According to Dr Shorter, Afri- 
cans have a legitimate desire to re- 
fomiulate the truths of faith in ac- 
cordance with their own cultural 
formsofexpression. “They need not 
and should notreplicale the intellec- 
tual history of Europe in order to 
understand what the gospels say 


civilisation, according to which rhe 
cultivation or barbarism of human 
individuals could he -assessed ” la- 
ments Dr Shorter. i 

But the author cites two out- 
standing foreign missionaries to 
Africa, whose pastoral work went 
hand in hand with their commitment 
towands promoting African values. 
He cites Cardinal Lavigcrie, the 
founder of the Missionaries Society 

of Africa CatholicOrdcrond Bishop 

Darnel Comboni uii,„ un ■ 


DETEST 

S£S»s* ipSH 

RwJndan h'^ 0r lamen ‘ S t . h "‘ lh ' lhe 

ambiguityof foe^ntemj^^^ wrote' toJEtmi? 1 "- ' ' lle F T dinai - 
^situation in Africa. H?sny S 




, r . . Thef AACC General Secretary, the Rev Jose 

i- : nnd ^ 

\); JdtJ^AAtec^ hSd— ? ^ futpr ® of m “«- 

if: ; ;‘a* h^d 


.. . wumwes on 

the continent, explores his subject 
■ unaersix well selected topics. They' 
mcludeRcIigian andlmagtyationin 
ContemparaiyAfrica; Mrssion.Lan- 

, guago and Culture. (Ihe-case of 
Charles Lavigerie); The Punction 
and Ft iUi re of Africa n Christian Art; 
Christian .Themes in African Cre- 
ftUve TVriting; Christlnnity and Oral 
Tradition; imd the African 'Synoclj- 
tpiafr)guo with the African Imagina- ' 

ll °n- ' • - ■ . ' i. .J 


. "T “ . lion.; 1 1 , 

6>»ld°^rfA£ SUnily “ nK,n8 v ^ African culluro lho u]daot 

!!^^!»“ «1>«iallyr :Wdoflwd ^coniriod™nfton.;i- 

'•'rt,-:-/- - V. • .. pf, European cultureiis hot 

.•■MyjrfU. Uteoulhor. NvhileaddressI , 


, - . — my tui- 

htfiU situation in Africa. He says 
sophisticated ideas of multi-party 
democracy from the West have fol- 
lowed upon a history of -Western 
colonial and nco-coloninl manipu- 
lation. These, he adds, have fostered 
ethnic antagonism and ultimately 
ethnic violence on a massive scale. 

The Christian faith, also brought 
by Westerners, has flourished in 
Rwanda. on an extensive scale, savs 
*Dr Shorter, noting that ; -‘this 
faith, however, was sufficiently 
rooted in [lip hearts and minds of 
Rwandans for some heroic Chris- 
tians to resist the violence and to 
give their lives for their brothers and 

SU n 8 °I ,het,[llcr cth nic group.’* 

; On the church’s recognition and 


■-•■««o»uimnesor me first 

caravan toEquatorial Africa in 1 978: 

1 desire that as soon as such a thing 
is possible, and not later ttym six 
months afteryour arrival in the mis- 
sion. all missionaries shall speak 
wilh each oilier only in the language ' 
OMhe people among whom they 

In his concluding chapter, The 
Africa Synod: Dialogue with the 
African Imagination. Dr Shorter 
says of the African imagination . • 
the African imagination is riot 
merely religipus; it iHbo hasastronc 

specific affinity with Christian^ 

ity. He argues that the African wiU- 


”■ auve religious response to the Black 

cuiisciousiiess Theology movement. 

Steve Biko saw this as the most 
jHisilive t ucei of .the interaction of 
Hie movement with Christianity.” 
writes Dr Shorter. 

Mew. Humanity 

Ho wever, lie odmi Ls tliat the mis- 
- skin of incullurating the Christian 
message in Africa is not smooth 
sailing. The author talksof fetus and 
difficulties ahead for the Catholic 
Church in Africans it endeavours to 
incirltiirate tliegospel. 

He- says; “Some theologians of 
liberation have seen inculturation 
as running the risk of becoming an 
antiquarian irrelevance, a form of. 
indigen ism or else being open to 
idealist misunderstanding.” 

According to Dr Shorter, , the 
inculturation praxis has an impor- 
tant r6Ie to play in the liberation of 
Africa and-'in bringing into exig- 
ence n new humanity and a new' 
society in the continent. . j 

The liberationand incullurhtion - 
agenda are therefore closer- thah 
originally thought, argues Dr . 
Shorter. "In. culturally disoriented 
situations like that of Rwanda as 
indeed in other situations in Africa 
and outside, inculturation and llfr 
eration are an on-going process,-” 
he adds. • 

, “It is not a fact which . is neither^ . 

1 occompalished or nof.accpm- ' 
plishecL., 1 It is, however, q process . 
that is informed by the Afrioari rejif 
\ gious imagipaUpii, chidlehge^ b^ f » 
the gospel brought,^ Africa. vi^an j 

1 historical, ififcmiilturni miecl/ifinrv 





jmam 




16-31, 1996 11 



Singles reach out to one another in seminar 


It could have oeen out of curiouaity but the fact is 
-it was one of the best attended seminars. ever 
hosted by Daystar University in recent times. 

The Beminar, which -addressed three catego- 
ries of singles; single pRients, single withoutchil- 
dren, and separated, divorced or widowed singles, 
was facilitated by the Rev Dr Bill Flanagan of the 
Network of Single Adult Leaders (NSL) of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, USA. 

-Some ofthe issues tackled during the six-day 
seminar included: trends in singles’ ministries,, 
integrating singles into the church, developing a 
ministry to divorced, widowed- and separated per- 
sons, and ministering- to single parents. 

According to Dr Flanagan, the objective of the 
seminar was to equip andencourageaingle Chris- 
tian adult leaders to more effectively, reach other 
singles with the Gospel, 

In Kenya, where-lhe number of singles is likely 
to hit an all time high due to an upsurge in the 
incidents of -Aids, marriage failure, traffic acci- 
dents and some people opting not tomarfy due to 
various reasons; this seminar could not have come 


By b correspondent 


at a better time. 

In spite of the above changes, single people, 
especially women, are still viewed with suspicion 
to the extent that many indigenous vernacular 
languages don’t even provide an appropriate word 
to describe singles. And where it exists, it usually 
carries derogatory connotations. Perhaps it was 
the daring and radical spirit of Dayatar to tackle 
issues that many a pastor shy away from that 
attracted the 54 participants to the workshop. 

Forexample, in many churches single mothers 
canT take holy communion, can’t belong to asso- 
ciations such as -Mothers’ Union, can’t be ap- 
pointed to positions of leadership and can’t have 
their children baptized. 

Participants thus came expecting to be- told 
what to do in such crucial matters. The Rev 
Flanagan said -he had not come to Daystar to' 
change the Kenyan culture but conceded that- 
culture does change— oven in the U.S.- where he 
lives. Pastor Matthews MwalwT^Daystar’s chap- 


lain concurred. 

One participant wanted to know how she can 
remain chaste in her late 30s. She said the church 
keeps on reminding singles to remain pure with- 
out showing- them how to go about it Many 
pastors were married in their early 20s and there- 
fore don’t know-how it feels for a woman to be- 
single at 38. 

Responding, the Rev Flanagan said if was not 
wrong for a single person to have sexual feelings. 
Ifronly becomes sin when one gives in to sexual 
temptation. "There are. many ways of finding 
wholeness and fulfil Imentin life Ilian just sex,” he 
cautioned. 

Saying that he monied at 23, the Rev Flanagan 
advised pastors to strive to "win the right to be 
heard by singles” or else risk being viewed as 
people without credibility. 

To encourage singles, he said loneliness was a 
part of -the human condition, of wliich- marriage 
was no solution. Somc-of the loneliest people, he 
said, were the married. "The only perfect life," lie 
said,*‘wns lived by a single person— Jesus Christ 


Daystar 
lectu rer 
a ‘born’ 
achiever 




tsm- 


- 

Ir-;.;, 


]*»$•■ r. - , 

hi- 


f WsV -> 






aa 


Sba is a scholar, a youth counsel- 
lor, an audio-visual programme 
producer andpresenter as well as 
a great administrator. She is also 
spatriot in her own right. Yet Dr 
frith Warfare 'Gathu, Daystar 
University’s chairperson of 
Graduate Studies Department 
C . m ’ e ? | ieree If with the greatest 
simplicity, downplaying her im- 
mense acadamic-and administra- 
tive skills. 

Dr Gathu was in September 
1995 nominated by the Bowling 
Ureen Stale University in Ohio, 
U.S. as thereoipientof theGradu- 
•<e College Distinguished Dis- 
«rtatton Award for 1995.' This 
award is -“granted annually as. a 
^ of recognizing and promot- 
ing excellence in research and 
dissertation advising," read part 
of the letter that informed Dr 
Gathu. of the honour wliich - had 
been bestowed upon her. 

But wait. There - is nothing 
surprising for Faith to be nomi- 
nated, for the award. After all 
hasn'ishe always been p straight 
A s student? Yea and No. 

Bom-in Kiambuandraisedin' 
Nairobi, Faith : attended 
™ n *woift Primaiy School where 
■»* sat for 1 CPE in 1970 and 
Pwsed with flying colours, She 
«»n joined Kenya High School 
Witte she once ag&in repeated 
7- feat «* P'Levels;. ?he joined 
A-LcveU ar the same^hOpI tyu " 
w teacher p»entsins}Btdd that 
’ * Phy*i«. 1 riKemistiy and;'’ 

■ tniS? be ^ au ^Pt®y wanted hejr 


■ wonwwiicp 

.: w tefcdme a dootorJ-’. l-f. 


By Ogova Odego. 

them, the dutiful daughter fol-'- 
lowed their advice even though 
her best scores were in Literature 
in English, Christian Religious 
Education and - History. -She 
didn't make it for university. 


She was disappointed; she 
admits, but in retrospect Faith, a 
woman -of great faith, says, "It money in beraccount which she 
must have- been God directing- used to enroll in the B.A;(Com- 
mylife" munieation) programme at 

.She joined Kenya ' Science Dayatar. Her parents and the in- 
Teachcra CoDege in 1978 and Btilution helped her by raising 
three years later graduated at the -the balance. She graduated in 
'topof her class and was awarded 1987 and was Ihe recipient ofthe 
the highest honour at the college. Dean’s Award for Aoademic 
— thePrincipal’sAwaidforBest Excellence (for. having mnin- 
Student Overall. tained the highest GPA lluough- 

The young SI teacher (she out her four -year study.) 
was 23) then taught at Kenya * The obviously gifted girl. 
High School for a term before ; started working as a script wfriter, 
being.posted to Kirsngsri High pesenter and producer at Bap- 
School where she remained for tist/Conimuh jeations. She also 
one year teaching chemistry and wrotedeVotionals for Trans World 

biology and guiding the Chri?- . ^adio besides writing for Step 
tran Union.-She resiguediri 1982 magaziije (now Step Africa). " ; 

and joined the.Baptlst Students’ ‘ But Daystar had identified, die : 
Minis tty (BSM), There, shepjr- greatpoteiuialin Paithand Irad 

gaiiized training > semjnaty- . and. . ..': 'pfferea her a job as a teaching 
Cyangeiia tic rallies at^eriyaSci-/ .^Msiflitarit, thuswablfogher Jo 


Straight ‘A’.. Faith Warlara Gathu in her Daystar University office. 


scholarship -by USAJd in their 
"Training for Development” 
programme torsludy at Bowling 
Green -State University. Faith 
graduated with a Master's -de- 
gree in Mass Communication in 
1992 and.a PhD on Augqst 12, 
1995. Two days after the cer- 
emony she fie p-back to Kenya to 
chaif tfre Post-Graduate Studies 
Department alDnystw, 

' Bui Why thehuny ? "I wanted 
to participate in the development 
of my nation,” she aays yrith a 


for the Distinguished Disserta- 
tion Award. 

Asked how she felt following 
Jfre nomination. Faith says she. 
was thrilled) attributing- liers'ter- 
' ling -performance to hard work 
and faith in God. i.L. 

Butwhni Went wrong forsuch 
■ a brilliant scholarifW 977? Wl)y 
did the dbor to lhe utyvertity 
close On her? 

"God has wonderful plans for 
i all of -us which may riot necess nr 1 
ily be in line wUh our desires," 


Unlike other snort' courses conuuctew at 
Daystar, this one attracted the largest number of 
participants, Only 1 1 were married while 43 were 
single (26 women and 1 7 men). Some participants 
had the following to 6 ay about the- workshop: 

“I have always believed that married people don’t 
care about singles. This seminar has proved me 
wrong. Bill (Flanagan) is mareied yet he cares so 
much about us. This gives us- hope." ■ Atieno 
Okudo, single mother. 

‘This -seminar could not have come at a better 
time. Singles don’t know where to fit in church. 
I now not only know where and how to fit in, but 
will be able to start a ministry -for singles in my 
church when I leave this seminar.’”'- JustineEseza, 
separated parent, 

"I can now wnlk-.tall as a single but complete 
person in God's Kingdom." —Jemlmah Oluoch, 
seminar co-ordinator . 

“This seminar has given single 
people bothvaEidity and identity 
as God intended.” - Dr -Roberta 
King, course director 

It isn’t eiisy for usniniried pas- 
tors to serve singles adequately 
as. we simply don't know how 
they feel. This seminar is ex- 
tremely important as it has 
equipped single people who will 
in turn serve follow Singles, in 
their various churches. The will 
help us u lot. - RevJJi: Mttrimi, 
pastor. 


Woman 
recalls 
spell of 
witchcraft 

By SettVMuBlsI 

Frieda Athieno Odongo was her . 
name both at ButereGirls Board- 
ing School and at Alliance Gills 
High' School. 

Today she is Sister Frieda A. 
Miriam,, a name she says was 
given to her by the Lord through- 
prophesy. Miriam was the sister 
of (he biblical Moses and Aaron 
during the bekof the children of 
Israel from Egypt to Canaan. 

'T don’t consider myself a 
woman at all. l am gender-sensik 
five owing to the fact dial I am 
equally a church minister like 
any other man/The Bible tells us 
that the ApostlePaul said, •* Theta 
is neither male not female, for ye 
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presenter and producer at Bap- or my nauan, sne says -yviui a iiy w ui ui».irwiuwuwaw,j 

list Conimunicntiohs. She- also straight Tape.; "Solutions tq . site says. freaming; She says that 

wrotedeVotionals for Trans World Africa’s problems lie Wlh, Afri- , , standardized, examsnre agren^ 

Radio besides writing for Step . cans themselvfes.^Iitdeed liijrdis- d is advantage 1 to SQmjssUidonts 

magazine (now Step Africa). ' . ■ station topfo marries vory well ufil^s.all schools hnve standard 

But Wstar had idemifiW the i ^Ifotiiitnsseitioh. j Z Wities.’; . U 

mecktipbieiitial in Faith and had v Wl 

..SMkinWjab ■■■tH.inp Brilliant scholar t 
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[Strong Parliament can curtail 
president s excessive powers 


The residential motorcade had 
just passed Heka Heka township 
and the people gathered to meet 
their head of state were excited 
as they walked back to their 
homes. 

Bubuazi .told Manrifa, "Ail 
This president should be passing 
this-way more often. Just look at 
the road. Only last week* the. pot 
holes in it were almost swallow- 
ing us. Mow look . at it, not -a 
single pot hide I" 

.Maarifa responded; ‘This is | 
no cause to celebrate. Most we 
wait until the president visits for 
them to repair the roads'. Where 
was that money that they have 
no W used -to repair the road for 
thofwoyears we have suffered?" 

Bubuazi said, "Don't talk like 
that, man. The president has a 
right to .travel on a good road. 
Money should be -gotten from 
■anywhere to make his travelling 
more comfortable. Remember, 
he is the presktentl" 

"I agree he is the president 
butrepniring roads just when, he 
is visitingan area ischeating him 
that we have had no. problems. 

He should experience what we 
experience," said Maarifa. i 
‘‘Wee," said Bubuazi, 
shocked. "Don’t, talk like that 
about the president. You could 
-get us into trouble. Walls have l 
cars." 

'"Relax, "-said Maarifa, there 
is no need to fear discussing the 
president We are not discussing 
the man, : .We are discussing the 
office he' holds and- his perfor- 
mance as head of state. After all, 
we elected him and he is thehead 
of state. I think'- the trouble with 
us is that we forget the fact. 

. Bubuazi replied, "You are 
now behaving like some of those 
people I have heard saying that 
the president has too many pow- 
ers and that they should: be re- 
duced.- What is a president with- 
outpowers like the ones he has?" 

Maarifa laughed, and said, 
"You forget the jaeaident is a 
human beingand so Keiscapable 
of making mistakes. What those 
peoplfrare simply saying is-that 
he should be guided so that-he 
does not -abuse his powers," 
Bubuazi.loOked at-Maarifa as 
If he had committed a crime and 
then. said, “How can. he be 
guided? He is the leader of the 
country.” 

. “By for example being ro- 
unded all the time that there is i 
constitution, and that to should 
. follow iti-.That is 1he‘ work of 
members bf parliament, political 


Btnmuel NJururi concludes the series 
“State President and Parliament with 
the following article. 

'35. When - government projects foil 
What should the president do? 
Presidents arehuman beings and to en- is 
human-, ‘pure is the possibility that some 
of the failed projects were as e result of 
bad advice or unforeseen anchunavoid- 
able circumstances. What a president 
should do is own up his/her government's 
I bod judgment and apologize to tax-pay- 
[ ers whoso money-is lost. Action should 
be takenagainst those who gave wrong 
advice or might have been involved in 
sabotage if -not corrupt practices. 

'-Former Tanzanian President Julius 
Nyerere tried to impose Ujamaa social- 
ism for m ore than two decades and failed. 
He finally quit the presidency admitting 
and apologizing for his failure which had 
ruined the economy of his country. His 
people forgave him. 

i 3fi, Should the president concentrate, 
power In his/he r office through control 
of key ministries and creation of 
parastatal organisations? 

No. Thepresident’s powers as Bpcllout in 
the constitution, and other legislation 
should be such that they allow for a col- 
lective government with decentralised 
powers through various ministries .Again, 

thepresidentshouldnotbesooverwhelm- 

ing as to be an impediment to checks-and 
balances in governance. 

Currently, there- is a strong feeling 
that the president’s powers in Kenya are 
excessive and should be checked through 
constitutional reform, 

37. Can’t parliament control the 
.presidents excessive power? 

Ideally a strong parliament can.do that 
through refraining fromenacting legisla- 
lion or amending the constitution with 
■ the sole purpose of creating more powers 
for the president and weakening other 
institutions such as the judiciary. Unfor- 
tunately, the- successful Kenyan, parlia- 
ments have been unable-to stop laws and 
constitutional amendments as well ascre- 
ation of. paras totals as tabled by various 
. Attorney Generals- who should be legal 
-advisors to the government. 

At one tiihe parliament stopped short 
of dec] aring theKenyan president a -life- 
president" when it amended the constitu- 
tion proscribing the formation of opposi- ■ 
tion parties. At another time- it hastily 

removed the tenure of office for judges, a 
| move that meant they could be hired and 

fired by the president at his/her pleasure. 



r . * ■ 
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— * >va.iiiw win utai uicic 18 

way^do you -know that- parlia- _ * 9 18 arld P® 10 ® 1 of P^ba- 

mtothaspoWerttosackthBprasi- IJ ^ 18 I>roceediriBS wd lte ^9\ons K 
'.r However, M the overall headof govem- 

1 ? : Bubu « i pKookbis head and he ‘-“ upon to perform the 

• 1 . *wd, ll That.ls a lie. ft-uan never opening when- parliament meets 

- fiwthe first rime after flections and any- 
- .SK/ii m 1 ' 8 Maarifa. . thne after-its annual reerfea. 

’i! 01 * aho recall pteiiV 

*• W 'longer have went when on recess in case of national: 

HwAS * m «senoyoiwtindlu ! Ife for more than - 


Ex-president fiamuzu Banda...now 
abused life office. 

prerogative. 

These are more of what could be de- 
scribed as procedural practices and con- 
trols as opposed to actual regulatory or 
directional controls. These are constitu- 
tional powers which may be subjected to 
review when reforms take place so that 
parliament regulates its operation under 

IhedireaionofSpeakerof the Assembly. 

39. Must the president attend parlia- 
mentary proceedings? 

No. The president as head of government 
is -represented in parliament by the vice- 
president as head of government busi- 
ness in parliament The vice-president is 
usually-assisted byacabinetminister and 
it is their business to ensure that they get 
enough support for government motions 

and bills to sail through the House. • 

The president may, however, attend 
important parliamentary sittings such 
when the budget is being read,He attends 
m the capacity of a sitting MP.-. 

40.- Is It also the business of the vice- 
presidenl and. government ministers 
as wNI as ruUng party MPs to ensure 
that motions originating from opposi- 
tion MPs are defeated In parliament? 

The government side has aduty to protect 
its interests and cannot- be expected to 
supportsuch opposition motions as would 
be seeking a vote of no confidence in the 
government of the day. There are how- 
ever, manygood intemioned motions and 

amendments to existing laws which may 

onginatefrom opposition MPs and which 
should be supported by all dies for the 
good of the country. 

The practice in Kenya appears tq be 
'Unmitigated opposition by the govern- 
ment ride for whatever-comes from the 
opposition and vice versa. This has fed to 
a situation wherefoe government side is 
always ready to use its smdll majorjty oir 
almost every vote iit parliament arid the 

disjointed opposition losing klmosi in 
•v^iy attempt (b repealbad laws or check 
ongoyemmept's wastageof pqblio funds. 


parliamentary- legislation wbattu 

parliament do? 

Parliament can move a vote of no coafi. 
dence in the president and his/her m. 
eminent and if successfully support 
two thirds of the MPs. hq/foe would*™ 
no alternative but resign and call faK 
elections. 

‘4d. Can the president resign- on am 
other grounds? ” 

Yes. The law requires that a president 
should.resign from office if he/ahe ii 
uicapaoitated by disease or becomes 6f 
unsoundmind. This has proved very tricky 
in many African countries where prest. 
dents never officially fall sick and whai 
they do they hold onto the office through 
their personal aides and other close d 
power. 

47. So age can also force a president to 
reslgn7 

Age is- not a hindrance to a president 
taking office once, elected. The 1991 

senile, ht was amon, those who ' 

designed to prevent the occupant firm 

nated by ito^residem, is elecled to par- '“"S" 

liamwit to represent his constituents. His 48 Can n . 

constituents are affected bv everv Ieaio , pres,aent be voted out after 
lation parsed by The House^aiuTaU otfier ^ 

decisions and endorsements in way of ' «■ ' T P “ sident 18 onl > 8°°d in the 
taxation. 3 omce tor as long as voters are happy with 

42. How can that be done? 0,6 policies.of his party nnd its govern- 

Both sides need to:- mcnti 

• Submit themselves to the basic prill- ^ ttm P ersona l conduct of-a pred- 
cipfes of transparency and account- t* Dt In, P 0,,,ailt *° his government? 

■ ability, Ybs, very much so. The personal conduct 

• Cultivate mutual trust when dealing ° f * president w Ver y important to the 

with public policy Hnd with each otlier ,nstIluUon of the presidency, the govern- 

individually and collectively, ment country as a whole. A preri- 

Put the interests of the countiy and dent who shoote bis mouth anyhow and 
citizens before their personal greed, , f 0 *® 8 ® 8 “ ° heB P politics, such assttack- 

• ' Understand that repressive arid op- 018 persona | itiss and individuals during 

pressive laws can always be used public meeti ng8-or one who announces 

against any one of thent.as lias hap- d, ! a f 1 tic ' and public projects 

pened before, or is happening in other ) vhUe ® dd ^U 1 8P a riyrecniltment meet- 

former British colonies where they UlgS or sch ° o1 children, is likely ; to em- 
left suchiaws intaotas they went into not onI y bimself but his govern- 

multiparty politics, and, mont * 

Above all, they should all understand b Briuc^fton important for a pred- 
that once they embrace democrats deiIt7 

principles, the bottom line is a system ' Bflsic education is important for evay 

that obeys the Jaw -of checks and bal- lea derin order lounderstand the complr- 

an CBS- cated nature of running a government ind 

therelationshlpbetwcenthegovenunent, 

43. How does thepresident ensure that * e Senerai public and the world at tors* 

his/her government implements deci- Bl-educated leaden tendte njlabwl. 
-slon made-by parliament? educated people as enemies and in some 

Every legislation, or law as commonly °.® ses even eliminate real, and imagined 

known, passed by parliament must re- e n0 nii»' 

ceive -presidential approval or endorsfc- 'Such leaders spend s lpt of time coni; 

ment before having the effect of law. It is P«nsating for their lack of-adequato edit 

onty after the president has signed the cation by imposing ideologies and strue 
legislalion-lhat it can be implemented by biral changes to eduoational 'tad otheJ 

die. government and guide the judicial '-systems. Some interfere with wljiatBfiouk 
Bystsms to determine its application when J 50 ltad in schools ‘ training colleges, one 

there Js a dispute or breach of thp law. institutions pf higher Iemingi|ke;-bta; 

. Such- legislation may ongipate as a teaching of ppli^ i#«*jbd a 

bill setting out a new system of taxation » ■ Univerffitiea i tod finally baq’-boota;^ 
or il legal regulation orindeed the cstab^ DtJ blications whlcfrdo not fihower thy# 
lishmentof anew government body such ; arecri&f 

«s a parastatal organisation'. - . °* && system. They kill •intellectual 

44. Can the president refuse to an- andother ® w hb raise dissenting voices. 


proyq » legislation? ; * : 

• ap^skfent can rtnisa to give his " Jngto 
authority to any leuislatioh wiihnut - W. 


Bl-educated leaden tendte mistrust 
educated people as enemies and in some 
oases even-.eliminate real, and imagined 
enemies’ 

•Such leaden spend a ipt of time coni; - 
pensating for their lack of-adequato eduh, 
cation by imposing ideologies and struc^ . 
tural changes to eduoational 'tod othri\;. 
-systems. Some interfere with wf)«tshoujldy 
be read in schools^ training colleges, *nd,i.- -■ 
institutions of higher le^ingl|kff.b*nj\; 1 fi- 
ning the teaching of political 
.. universities, and finally ^ - J 

publications whlclrdo nof Shower tJ^;. .-'| : 

of thrir system. They kill'inteUeri^ k f’.T 
and others whb raise dissenting voices. !j|S? 

5t Very-interesting, f 


41. Qln the 


htrideand thi 


y f^lHwiw»rk tqgeitotf ?' T 

WBv^,^ apati;from thpab nomli ’j - 

■• if - V ' ' - - i* r , \ \ 1 '■•■ • ,i’ 

' -.-"i * ' p- 1 1> « ■ / ■ ■ » / ■ . ' .. -'i' 'f j t i h [ i j 
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Secret of 
success 
in drama 


“Experience Kenya’s emerging 
theatre” was the selling line in 
Mavuno Production's 
Vambmuka Africa. 

Last weekend Pambazuka, 
Kenya's first original Christian 
musical, was back at the Kenya 
National Theatre “due to public 
demand.” 

The success of this musical 
along with - the vernacular 
Mugaalhe Mubogothi which has 
been doing (he rounds in Nairobi 
and its suburbs as well as in key 
towns in central Kenya for two 
months is a pointer to what good 
publicity and production can 
achieve in theatre. 

The twoplays have been play- 
ing to full house. Does the suc- 
cess of these plays not disprove 
the commonly-held view (hat it 
is pointless to devote one's time 
in drama? May be, may b&noL 

The ctealion of a theatre cul- 
ture in Kenya should be a pro- 
cess that requires the co-ordina- 1 
Son of various factors that come 
into play. 

It should involve taking tlie- 
atretothe grassroots. The practi- 
tioners should descend from the 
elite chambers. But this still is 
not enough. They should stimu- 
late those in the grassroots to 
perform with them. 

. if apeasant fanner is involved 
tn a conflict on stage his abilities 
o cope with similar conflicts in. 
feal life situations will -be up- 
graded. 

This method of participatory 
theatrehas been adopted byruost 
churches giving dear insights 
® to the scripture. The congrega- 
■ , , to goth&r with the.preacher 
Jag and dance together. Thb . 
towa in the activity is not very 
tofatat from a scene in a play. 

The adoption of theatre in 
cn inches -is an indication that the- 
atre will eventually have-mean- ‘ 
m B to the people 


By Fredrick Nzwlll 

in the cities but also in the rural 
areas. A- good example being 
Miiijiza Players. They are no . 
longer os active as w&s-the case 
before. 

An assessmentof bucIi groups 
shows that their failure fe mainly 
economic. Actors and actresses, 
who are bread winners, cannot- 
survive on theatre alone. 

.The inconsistency of iheRtre 
and its inability to build a society 
of its own are some of the factors 
dial impede its economic suit- 
ability. It can be turned into an 
economic option only if the 
people become serious .theatre- 
goers. 

Again, there [s need to sensi- 
tize the Kenyan community about 
theatre. This will involve the 
correction of post assumptions 
that theatre is-only for the elite. 
This feeling is not far-fetched 
because Kenyans who dominate 
theatre are graduates from insti- 
tutions of higher learning. They, 
write the pieces and try them on 
stage. 

Many Kenyans associate the- 
atre with the discourse of litera- 
ture. Big names in literature have 
always been the points of depar- 
ture in their understanding of the 
ait. 

And literature is associated 
with radicals Governments have 
slopped some productions and 
imprisoned some of those tor 
bind them. 

A good example of horass- 
meniis Maitii-Njugira, a Kikuyu 
dramadance which took too long 
to come on stage due to tlie -fear 
instilled tin the actors by (lie state 

Otiter'factors are mediocrity, 
amateurism.and language. Plays 
in French, English andoliter for- 
eign- languages meant to- target 
everybody usually attract those 
who con understand the lanf 
gua&es. The argument here Is 
that "I can’t speak the language:' 
therefore I can't understand it. 

Ironically plays in Ktaynn 
vernaculars have been great 


crowd pullers. WahoateMutohiis 
If this process oFKenyan the- ! ' Mugaalhe Mubogothi is a case ip 
«re culture ia to succeed^ the • P 0 ^ But are we to switch into 
Practitioners must first assess : Vernaculars to pull Kenyans Into 
themselves. How disciplined are . the^tpriunt?, V V-. V 
52?' Whatlevelof commitment ?: ^ y 

?«hQy haveandhowhard-work- i Nairobi's. F;ee .TrovclUng .TlieJ 
tng-aite they? ape is.running.ftseries of| play# 

i up 'to tite' erri! '^;.die week ili 
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Fredrick Adagala as the pastor's daughter and Brian Asila as the pastor in Kakamega 
High School's play Metamorphosis. — Picture by Anthony Njagi 


Winners 
concert on 
May 17-19 

By Anthony NJftql 

This year’s drama and m usic fes- 
tival winners' concert will' be 
held on May 17-19 at the Kenya- 
National Theatre. 

Theatre manager -Agathu 
Ndambulri says, participants of 
the winners' concert in plays in- 
clude Kakamega High School, 
Limuru Girls, St Peter’s Mumias 
and NYS Engineering". In dances, 
schools cxpcced are Matende 
Primary School, KakamegaHigh 
Scheol, Tar asaa High School and 
Masoriot TTC. 

In verses, there -will be Moi 
Forces Academy, Lanet, Kaimosi 
TTC, Busara Academy and 
Tambach TTC. 

The concert is organised by 
the Kenya National Theatre mid 
the Ministry of Education. It is 
geared towards the development 
of culture in -the performing arts 
sphere with reference to educa- 
tion and local theatre/ 

According to Nnmbuki,- the 
KNT intends to continue with 
this programme annually as part 
of its activities. 

St Peter's Mumias ploy The 
Return, written by Arnold 
Wandcli, is about the tribulations 
of a plygamous marriage. 

Liinuru Girls pfay, You 
Judge, directed by Kagulc 
Mugambi, revolves around a 
former army general who fled 
into exile but on his return he is 
arrested and charged. 

Kakamega High School's 
Metamorphosis : by Oliver 
Min is hi revolves around societal 
values. 

The .National Youth Service 
Engineering Institute has a 
Kiswahil i play, Mborm H urelewi 
produced fry- Joseph Juinn. 


Spiritual void blamed on major religions 



Several opinions -have been ex- 
pressed lately that' Jesus was. a 
black man. Those who hold this 
vipw have no problem with the 
surgeof Africanising thechurch. 

They assert 4hat white, blue 
eyed Jesus was implanted by the 
whites who used a printing by an 
Italian artist to enslave the black' 
man’s mind&o as to control him 
physically an^ spiritually. > 

The book under review comes 
at the heels of these arguments. : 
Prof Osaga Odaka sees no good 
in the : rising spate of.. 
Africanization of the church. In- - 
stead he is all out to show, that 
' there is a black spiritual ^void 
caugedyby the penetrallpri of 
i dominant wbrld re ligiQ ns in Af- 1 
riep. . •' ' • •> -i 

: This is theme hq. pursues 
ithroiigfcput the 1 bptoki especially 
:ta.o%ing r thc.traditi6n^ Afr i- 
,'caii faipi as: an ritenp^ivesp|ri- 
tiial foui)datiori Iball blackpeopte : 
•who fw racist feaujoq^iyia jffearft j- 
Ofspiritualdefioiency' h^e de*-. 

'■c^ped;-'.' : IChostrodity. j 

jCetneticisnx is llte namegiveh tp, 
Ihb MTtriB uf traditioh^VAlrican i 


Title: Kemelictsm: The World 
Religion for Black People 
Author. Prof Osaga Odak 
Publisher: Jack Felder, New. 
York, 1995 

Reviewer: Otieno Aluoka 

beliefs abauttlieir cosmology and 
ontology through the jihad wars 
qf inquisition, slave trade qnd 
colonialism. - 

The book’s argument is (hat 
' the African faith i$ sufficient by 
itself to lead Africans sjtirilually. 

It viaws^Ghrisfiariit^- and Islam 
as guilty pOrtmira in (belong pis- ; 

. tiny of the black -rpce through ! 
Blaveryartd coJonialiarii. 

1 Oddc has compared the early 
Egypt ianieliglpn with that bf foe 
,-AkanofGhlm&. Bqfo;had cdiu- 1 , 

■ plex set' ijf-^mbp^iris. Ollier', 

. "similarities w.cro’.ipi:|h'fi r ' cloth v 
1 ingsygWitisVc^emQht^ and 
gold ■■ \ ! V v : 

• '^ivAia - cjultujrBlfevol.tlte!" 

I : -iyeSr^h^Jrrifri' ^ is, 1 ' : 


ulS'ML 


gard. Religion is culture specific 
since it is determined by it and 
African tradition religion should 
be contextualised here. 

Arguing from the strong po- 
sition that a religion unites its 
followers and Ihal black people 
are thoroughly disunited by -foe 
imnny religions whiejr are com- 
peting for their souls, Jho author 
puts forward his case for a tradi- 
• tional African religion font would 
unite all binder of n common 
] . spiritualnnd culture 1 experience. 
Kemetiqism is convinced that . 
Christianity; and Islam respond 
only . and billy lb foe <jaiice?i A|i ■ 
and Middle Ehsl cultures;! : j 
THe author is of the view that: 
the struggle among world jreti- . 
giorjs will japd fo world d'Br HE, J 
■' Agrinifoe bloipk ntril ii likeiy . 
to be a vrCtim of dialectical clr- : 

. . : curiritafo]i^ In Which [ .his j into r--" 
e'sts arenti/Evkie^tte ofthpou r-V' ' 

, ' : 

- tity betwefcp : Libyn 'atiUv^ A-’ ‘s? 


tori desires. 

Kemeticism is an effort to 
invent a name for-the set of cul- 
tural behaviour and practicos 
making up. for en African reli- 
gion. It comes from foeBgyptian „ 
word Kernel Which means black 
peopte. ‘ 

Most of the ideas dfecussed , 
in the book aronotstrangefolhe 
controversy surrounding African 
traditional religion. HoyTOyer, 

. Kemeticfem goes-beyond foe 
mere harfoiibil of foe existence 
qf ihal religion. ' 

I Kemeticispi porlcnd$'-i; hew 
dimension 1 to ftj taro research and 
jHihljcalioris bn'tiafofotaa! Af^: 
cari.Celigfon.h li a tornlnabolnt/ 
in foeioyer-eiqsive 


. . b-' i 
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Saved from spell 

of witchcraft 


It’s not 
been 
easy for 
Wambugu 

Ho- wean two hats, bolhr equally ri ty were never .questioned either 
heavy. He is the bishop.-of the ty *hs ministry concerned or 
newly-created Western Diocese school community f " he told me. 
of the National. Independent Shortly after he quit the leader- 
Chinches of Africa (NICA) and ship of Pan-African High School, 
also secretary general of the Nairobi, it collapsed. 

flrOBlIl.iltin. -F A C - ,11 . 
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Bi$ttop Njeru Watfibugu... ordipation once challe&egd 
in court 


V. DT.i^Mi.1 Vi 1UV 

Organisation of African 
Instituted Churches (OAIC) 
whose head office is in Nairobi. 

This is the Rt Rev Njeru 
Wambugu who upon enthrone- 
ment l as t March promised to lead 
the faithful in the diocese advo- 
cate for the removal of all hin- 
drances that stop people from 
enjoying the kingdom of God., 

Among other, things, the 
OAIC's mission is to welcome, 
all African independent churches 
into an international fellowship 
of like-minded churches, provide 
a forum where they can articu- 
late their hopes, joys and aspira- 
tions, offer their church leaders 
and members train ing/and help 
the churches -to identify. and un- 
derstand the value of their own 
traditions, both*. African and 
-Christian 

Bishop Wambugu has no. 
qualms about the difficult tasks 
ahead of him: After all he was, 
from- 1968, a school teacher, a 
job hq.saya he performed- with 
alacrity.-. 

“I would like you to know 
that as a headmaster- for. many 
years, my leadership and integ- 


Bishop .Wambugu 'whose 
wife, Hilda, retired recently as a 
senior officer with the KP&TC, 
is the immediate former chair- 
man of NCCK’s Scholarship 
Committee, immediate former 
chairman of Nairobi River Pri- 
mary School, chairman of Uhuru 
Secondary School (Nairobi).nnd 
chairman-of the recently estab- 
lished Ecumenical Centre for 
Justice and Peace. 

The clergyman is confident 
that 'he will, God willing, suc- 
cessfully carry out his responsi- 
bilities. 

He recalls that even when 
NICA picked him for ordination 
during the latter partof theEight- 
ies, he politely declined because 
he wns not yet ready to take on 

the ministry of Jesus Christ. 

“At that lime I'waa still a- 
Sphool headmaster and at the 
same time acting general secre- 
tary of NICA. When, in 19fi5. 1 
was appointed regional secretary 
for Eastern Africa of OAIC, my 
chprch approached- me with a 
proposition.- to ordain me. I de- 
clined because I didn’t think I 


was quite ready for the minis- 
try *" 

Again in 1 988 he turned down 
the offer for the sainereason. "Il 
was two years later (hat I felt the 
call had matured. May be it was 
God’s lime andi needed to serve 
the cliUrch in lull capacity.*' He 
was ordained on September 20th, 
1992.” 

No sooner had he taken full 
ministry duties than problems 
started in his church. Says he:” 
Even at one time I was laid off 
after being accused of being a 
priest who wanted to lake over 
the leadership of NICA In fact I 
was taken to. court where my 
ordihation was challenged." 

He iB grateful to (lie NCCK 
for sending elders to his church. 
The elders started, a process of 
reconciliation between the two 
rival groups, one led by founder 
bishop Willy Nyagah, and [he 
other by theRlRev Amos Njiru, 
the now bishop of'Embu. 

. However, he says the prob- 
lem was not that of personalities, 
but tiie church's constitution 
which hitherto did not provide 
ladders for upward movementof 
the different cadres. He was 
grateful that (lie stumbling block 
in the constitution had been 
removed for the church to run 
smoothly. 

NICA as a church hasseveral 
development projects under, its 
jurisdiction in all die three dio- 
ceses of Meru, Embu and West- 
ern. These are dispensaries, nurs- 


ery and primary schools.and vil- 
lage polytechnics. 

Thechurcli’s only Bible train- 
ing college at Kianjokoma in 
Embu, which trained pastors of 
the lower ranks, closed down as 
NICA went -through leadership 
wrangles. Plans are under way to 
revive it. 

Bishop Wambugu is of the 
feeliug that churches in- Africa 
will boost their names once they 
deliberately put an end to receiv- 
ing foreign aid and personnel 
That way they will become self- 
reliant. "Not .that our churches 
are not capable of doing this. 1 
think most of them, if nor all, are 
mean," he says. 

He regrets [hat theological 
education in many African coun- 
tries is still based on the Western 
cultural values. Bishop 
Wambugu blames white mission- 
anes for assuming that Africans 
did not know God in the same 
sense He is perceived in the Bible 
and that they did not have then- 
own authentic culture. 

Bom on may 1 , 1943 , at 
Gichiche village, Kagaari South 
location of Runyenjes division 
in Embu- district, the Rt Rev 
Wambugu was educated at 
uichichePrimary School Mbiruri 
Intermediate School and Federal 
High Schobl in Nycri. 

He joined Kenyatta College 
m 1966 for a two-year teaching 
certificate . 1 He married Hilda in 
1970 and Iheyhave two boys and 
two girls. 
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are all one in Christ Jesus 
(Galatians 3:28),’’’ Miriam told 
me at her Uhuni Phase in home, 
Nairobi. 

According to.her, the Lord 
revealed Himself to her in 1 986. 
Before then, somebody, who she 
did not want to name, had taken 
her mind for nearly 28 years us- 
ing powers of witchcraft. . 

“During this time I became a 
vegetable mentally, physically 
and spiritually. Many who knew 
me then said that I was mad whi le 
others who were a bit kind said I 
was ill," says. the 56-year-old 
mother of five grown-up chil- 
lien. 

Miriam who got married in 
1962 adds: “In 1988 the Lord, 
through prophesy, gave me the 
ministry of healing, teaching, 
worship and praise which He 
Himself named- as Simba wa 
Yuda." 

Bom on December 4, 1940, . 
atEmuyuridi village in Marama 
location, Miriam says she was in 
Form Two when somebody "took 
my mind and will" using powers 
of witchcraft. She was to remain 
in that state for the next 28 yearsr 
She confesses that .while at 
school she nevcrenvisagcdalife 
of Christian ministry. No -won- 
derwhen site leftlhe Royal Tech-' 
nical College (now University of' 
Nairobi) she was employed by *, 
multi-natione'. company before 
joining McMillan Library, 
Nairobi, as a library assistant. 

At McMillan- she trained as a 
computer programmer and 
stayed on-the job for eleven years. 
She later joined a parastalal as 
systems analyst and rose to the 
position of computer manager. 

Four years ago, Miriam re- 
tired and today she spends most 
of her time at her "Jesus Divine 
Healing Clinic", whioh is based 
at her house. 

On Fridays she teams up with 
other Christians for non-denomi- 

nationol prayers. OnSundays she 

attends service with the Re- 
deemed Gospel -Church at- the 
City Hall where she conies out 
the healingjjart of her ministry. 

. ButMiriamdoesnotminisler* 
her healing powers on every Dick 


and Hany.‘"lTiosecomingio* 

musthave been previously^ 

t 8 * lou W accept 

Lord in my presence, for Idem 

this authority from 2 ChroL 

I9i2 which says, ..."kfaotfn 
help, the ungodly and love those 
who hale the Lord7 Becaist of 
this, wrath has gone out ama 
you from the Lord.” 

For the sick she reeoramadj 
that they buy Simba wa Yak 
worship and praise book.wAti 
least one of her cassettes. 

She. claims that the Lord 
taught her the songs “one dt 
lime” for five years from ol* 
ber 1988. She recorded them af- 
ter firs t reading the relev ant scrip- 
ture.. There are-.101 songs in the 
book which are recorded in an 
cassettes; 

. “Mostof the songs I just found 
myself singing." she says. *1 
could be cooking, bathing, walk- 
ing, at the office, sweeping the 
church- floor. Most of them were 
in the night, between 1 a.m.snd 
2 . a.m. when the world was quiet 
and asleep. I was writing them 
out, recording them temporarily 
on the practices.cassette or hav- 
ing a one person choir practice," 
says Miriam. 

As she .ministers -to the sick, 
she sings seven of the songs and 
during that time "die .healing 
power of the Lord comes down 
in the .room and even I myself 
experience a change in my own 
body,” she maintains. 

Fifty two of the songs are on- 
different topics in the Bible, 19 
teach the message of salvation or 
evangelism, while 30 arc wor- 
ship and praise. 

October 1988 was the I um- 
ing point in Miriam’s life. She 
claims this is when a servant of 
God, prophet James Andika, in a 
vision, prayed for her for the 
ministry, that God was giving her. 

It was this God's servant who 

■also revealed to her that the Lord 
had "surnamed” her, and the key 
word was frofirIsaiah45:7prom- 
ising -Ihat God-would fight for 
her and. open the doors for the 
new ministry. The verse slate* 
"I form the light and create dark- 
ness, I make peace and create 
evil, I, the Lord, -.do all there 
things." 


Way out for Kenya’s troubled coffee industry 
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. .coffee expansion and grow suit- 
able Ynrietiei on large farming- 
units where- irrigation, can be 
itiado available cheaply. 

■ Slnceitslntroductionasacasli 
crop jnl900,coffee has remained 
1 , . the mq$t important prod* 

: agriculture. It 

;• ^ hi 'foreign exchange 

• .' ;!^arpp-priorio ; i989 andfcootrib- 

: V^^Wi^ pf ^-^port 

f-...v. ; eariBng^ w. . *. ;-.v : ■; 

.1 ■ : -l.-i '• 


severe peaks most of- which re- 
lated to world price levels and 

general economic conditions. 
The industry’s Idlest slump was 
triggered by the suspension of 
the International Coffee Agree- 
ment (ICA).quola system in 1 989.' 
•Without quotes the volume of 
available - coffee in the. world 
market increased: leading to a 
decliho in world coffee prices. 


-if-rsB 



fee in the economy has been re- 
duced. 

. Fuitlicrmore, the sector es- 
tablishes important demand and 
supply linkages with the rest of 
the economy. The role of coffee 

ip the Kenyan economy is thBre- 
fore sighificoht and it is Impero- . 
live that tlnve is an urgent need 
; a rehabilitation programme 
ainred at improved productivity. 

. . . After the 1984 drought pro-! ; i 

ductioiv increased steadily to' a : ; - 
level of 128,926 tonnes 1^198?/ ! 
88 , before declining sharply to 


Any meaningful effort to 
revitalise the coffee sector must 
focus on the present constraints 1 
facing the industry wliich we: 
Low input use within the 

small-holder sub-sector -which 

leads id crop losses through nu- 
tritional stress and disease. This 
problem compounded by the lack 
of adequate and effective credit 

fnnilitiaA Cm-. « . . ’Jm . 


management. 

1 Kenyan '-potential -land re- 
-sbuice forutilisation towards 
increased toffee production 
is enormous. Expansion in-the 
areas. dedicated' :to coffee 

, 8 row mg. has. ^jeea achieved 
as stipulated by the Fifth D$- 
velppment Plan of 1986. I 


butioh and monitoring actual 
application Would have to -be 
defftred - and monijoired tnoio 
clearly in. such a scheme ihaji,* 1 
, present. !, .. • 
ThejnyplVemert^fMnt^ 61 " 


i ; ;t}. M rincefaUon|>y^ 75.2(ff tohm» m l 99 ^ 3 P Thfr ' ' *k°’ 
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’ toies Ibr seasonaKcrort .. ) 

■ ; I- • : : : : «al duppbrt) is necessary toef- J 

NeWly 40% of the dlanti' 

■ tionkm IheStetekSiSfit ' “Ntywkmof suitable fertUi 2 »ra, ; - 
: ■: . . ?ech»'haye, ahdflinflio rf» ■ Ari 


a achefne would 'ensure f bust- ■ ; 
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Across 

2. Person in charge of cathedral 
8 . A castrated boar 

10. Size 

1 1 . Abraham's birth place 

12 . A person or thing that ties 

14. The Old Testament 

15. Tasks or concerns 

18. The area from where Saul 
consulted a witch 
20. American version (Abbrev) 
22. Lies 

25. An objective case of I 

26. To abuse 

27. A stupid fellow 

28. Commandants 

Down 

1. A place of worship 

2. Informal for pregnant 

3. Often 

4. Without teal significance 

5. A suffix forming singuldr 
nouns 

6 . A covering for a coffin 

7. An exam 


9. A oonjuction used to connect 
words and phrases 
13. The second tone in a 
diatomic scale 

16. To activate 

17. A clergyman 
19. New Testament 
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Mischievous thieves caught 


Word search 


It. was a normal Sunday at St 
Joseph's Academy. The boys 
were busy playing in (he school 
field and the teacher on duty sat 
on a chair reading a novel under 
an acacia tree near the badmin- 
ton pitch. 

•Occasionally he glanced nt 
the field to see if all was well. 
Today, no boy seemed to be upto 
any mischief. Or so.it seemed. 

Contrary to what the teacher 
thought, his sharp eyes and ears 
didn’t see or bear every tiring in 
the compound, Inoneof the class- 
rooms-two boys lay at a comer, 
occasionally looking out through 
the window at the teacher. 

“You are a coward Dennis, 
he can’t see us. He is concentrat- 
ing on the book,” George said in 
frustration. He was eleven years 
old and in class five. 

Sometimes he wished Den.- 
nis was never his best friend. 

For the past two years George 
had tried to survive in the school. 
Before long he had come to con- 
vince himself that to survive in 
boardingschool one had to break 
the rules. , 

' Many of the boys were obe- 
dient but it didn’t take him long , 
before getting a- friend, Dennis. 
But Dennis was a coward nnd 
was taking too long-to learn the 
game. 

“Are you- sure he won't «o 
us? He is throwing a glance all 1 
over the place after reading two. 
paragraphs"Dennissaid. He wns , 
ten years old but he too was- in! 
class five. 

As he looked at George now,, 
fear written all over him, DenniB , 
wondered why -the reckless boy! 
had come to be liis best-friend. 
He skipping classes or going foi 1 
double rations of food, which 
were some of the things (he twej 
did together, was not so serious/ 
WhatfilledDblmia with fear was 


By David Karan] a 

This was what filled Dennis 
with fear. The chances of being 
spotted by the teacher were very 
high. 

Supposing they were caught? 
Tills question disturbed him and 
the thought of being given six 
strokes of the cane made him 
shiver. 

“Come on, stop asking ques- 
tions andlel's get the wlible thing 
dona with. Let us gel out and 
dash to the kitchen,” George said 
and. began to move. Dennis fol- 
lowed him to the door. He hesi- 
tated but when George walked 
out, he too followed suit. 

‘■They ran to the back of the 
kitclien and hoped that the teacher 
had not spoiled them. “I told you 
he won’t see us, let us hurry up 
and get in. I will go first as you 
seem to be fearing,'' George said 
and walked to the window where 
glass panes were missing. 

He held onto the window and 
got his legs in. Then he landed On 
the floor -with a thud. Dennis 
stopped being fearful and he too 
went in through the window. 

"You see, Hold you it was a 
simple thing to do" George said. 
"Now let us go to the store. That 
is where they keep the sugar.” 
The boys walked quickly to 
the store. They knew.it wa^ never 
closed. It was an open space.with- 
out adoor. They spotted the sugar 
which was in a polythene sack. 

"Bring thepap^qg," George 
whispered, Dennis took out a 


agreed and before long they were 
mingling with the other boys act- 
ing as -innocent ns saints. 

That evening, just after sup- 
per, the headmaster said, lie had 

something important to tell -the 
school. He said somebody had 
got into the kitchen and stolen 
sugar. 

Footprints had been seen at a 
window and he was sure it was n 
student who had enused the mis- 
chief. He gave theboys two hours 
in which the person -responsible 
sliould own up and be forgiven. 

If this was not done, he said a 
general search -would be con- 
ducted- .and boy who would be 
found in possession of tiie sugar 
would be severely punished and 
possibly expelled from the 
school. So saying, he walked out. 

At a corner of the dining hall, 

Dennis and George sat in silence 

Dennis was shaking but George 
was relaxed. He nudged Dennis 
and whispered to him that thgy 
should get out of the hall. They 
rose and walked quietly out into 
the cold breeze. 

“We must gel rid ofthe sugar. 
Let- us go and 'get it out of our 
rooms; then we go nnd dump It in 
the swimming pool. It will 
quickly dissolve in tiie water and 
AO one will catch us with il,’ r 
George souL . 

They didn’t argue. They got 
into the dormitory which was 


boys, gel out,” the watchman 
said. 

The boys knew how to swim 
and they swam on as anxiety 
filled them. They had dropped 
the bags of sugar into the water. 

Just then (he headmaster ap- 
peared and asked the watchman 
what was happening. 

That solves the mystery of 
the missing sugar, "the headmas- 
ter said, smiling. 

What followed was. a drama 
full of comedy. The headmaster 
and the wntchinnn waited until 
the two boys were tired of swim- 
ming and they had to get out of 
the pool. 

“Sorry hoys, but you have 
had enough exercise. I have for- 
given you for eating the sugar 
but next lime I will expel you 
from the.school,” the headmas- 
ter said. 

That was the last time for 
Dennis and George to engage in 
mischief. They had learned the 
lesson that mischief only harms 
the person engaging in it. 


Find words in the grid to fill it 
the gaps of the following 
proverbs. The words run. in 
various directions. 

1 . is second nature. 

2. A birdin the hand is 
two in the bush. 

3. K is an ill wind that blows 
any- good. 

4. Among the the- 

one-eyed person is crowned 
king. 

5. BctleT half a than 

no brend at all. 

6 . Barking dogs bile 

7. All is well that. well. 

8 . Give a a bad name 

and hang him. 

9. When in Rome do as 

do. 

10 . 'Once twice shy. 

1 1 . Fortune fools , 

12. A bad makes a god 

ending. 

13. late than never. 

-14. True love never 

old. 

15. Rome was not, in a 

day. 


17. An empty tin makes the 
noise. 

18. ' Never look n gift in 

the face. 

19. A reserve never _ . 

20 . goes before n fall.- 

2 1 . Where there is n 

there is a way 

22. Where there is life there is 

23. is the best teacher 

24. Source for the gouse is 

source for the 

25. A fool nnd.his money are 

soon . 

26. No is goml news. 
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went in through the window. From Page 12 

"You see L told you it was a Let- us go and get it out of our _ ... , 

simple thing to do.” George said. roomSi then we go nnddump Itin "Precisely because the presi- 

•Now let us go to the store. That the swimming pool. It will dent has too many powere-in- 
is where 'they keep the sugar." quickly dissolve in tiie water and eluding continuing what parlia- 
The bow walked quickly to flo one will catch us with il,’ r ment does-He has lhe.po were to 
theslore.Theyknew.it was never George said; . decide when parliament has to 

closed. It was anopenspace.with- • They didn’t argue. They got ““1 he can close ‘ *J**j®”^* 

out adoor. They spotted thesugar into, the dormitory which was - 
which was in a polythene sack. deserted as everybody wasin the 11181 ^ 8 0 e 7. 

sssawSi Sstiafe 

sssaaasS' ages-*-*. 

sugar into the paper bag until it 

WE ^'BriljtUieotherone l , 'Qeorge XffluU'li Uriugsl" Ha .ten looked laround 
ssidandDeJirnsremovedanotto .wimmlag puol, lha watohm.n 

* ,:Fi^Mnutesi.«er. ; ihai^: ho 


MPs can force president to quit 

ir«ial!mil in Af 


Whatfilled Dbtmia with fear was iJy- ou tof the kitohen 1 bpy ^panicked. > 1 . - i Virgeut fTUSrtpn, 

the mission George had comi up throuSittewirido^. When 'they ’ * "What is'thatyoiiorepany [ wasavfayfromewri 

ijssssa ss: 

.it as they, had aeoi thd fci>kf > thejr . h}d > (?eprge'said. worried. i/.v 

! aftet lunch and lock iti.Th| ,* : ^ "ffm kfys^EUphejd Id Uie^VimT.'. J 


erful that even judges' fear him 
although they are supposed to be 
independent in their decisions?” . 
Replied Maarifa: "He did not 

wait forlhat butl amwithyou on 
thatone. Which jiidgewould not 
for example, convict -a perspn 
accused of political crimes when 
the president has^declared pub- 
licly that the person ifi guil^?" . 

^Nfine,"’ riepited ■ Mkulime. 
“But t hear, quat;- the. president 
s - oarinol dismiss judges from their 
, ' jobs when he Vrisheti; Why then . 
shot Id they fear.him?” ! , . , 
Mwalimu responded, "fte- 
. cause he-is the highest authority 

, 1 inland and Kehynns fear to ; 
■!. 'tell hum that wrong evert r 
whbn jteiB-'* , ■ J ; V'. - V, 
; ! irntw wer^ aueni ftfr k mo- , 


Mwalimu asked in amaze- 
ment, “Heel You mean he makes 
all those appointments alone?" 

“Yc8 ," replied Maarifa. “He 
makes those appointments and 
others. Even parliament- has no 
powers to objec t if members feel 
lhat a certain person is not the 
right one for a post." ; 

Mkulima thensaW,"No won- 
der IhenI he of miiiisteiaatidtjieir 
assistants always singing thal 
they are loyal to thia president. I 
am sure they ore afraid q£ being 
sacked " • 

Maarifa'. added l , ) That Is'; not 
all! Theprtsidtmtclrtnbt betaken 
. fo court and' charged wtile in 
oMca. ThaLiheans ih?l -|l® 
get awiiy ^K wiy crime.^This 
ipieans lhst Ite;cM4oi ^8«.Vey 


u'nders'tand.Bpihe 


ifa • riw^t then MkilUma said, "Some- ' WJSS f 



















































































